


SALES & LETTINGS

Richard Murray Liane Wheeler Raph Arwas Annabel Crapper

We pride ourselves on our personable & professional
approach to selling homes using contemporary marketing
tailored to your individual needs.

As your nearest local estate agent, we offer unrivalled
knowledge of the area built up over 30 years proven
experience.

Pop in and meet the team in our Minchinhampton office.

3 High Street, Minchinhampton, GL6 9BN
01453 886334

Get ahead in your property search,
follow us on Facebook & Instagram
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October 2025

Welcome to our latest edition of The Villager. We hope you enjoy reading about
various events and activities that took place last month.

In Avening the biennial Pig Face Day celebration was a great success, many thanks
to all involved, particularly to Roger Lindlay, who has been the driving force behind
ensuring this unique village event continues to be celebrated, nearly 1,000 years
since Queen Matilda initiated a pork-based celebration in Avening. We have
included a selection of photos of the day on pages 20 and 21.

This month the Avening Community Café celebrates its 7th anniversary. This is a
great achievement and many thanks to all who make it happen every week.

Like many things in Avening, Cherington and Nags Head, The Villager is brought to
you by a band of volunteers, not least of whom are our team of distributors who
ensure that every household in the villages receives a copy of the magazine and
the Tetbury Advertiser each month. If you are reading this and do not usually get a
copy delivered, please let us know. We are looking for further volunteers to help
deliver copies, in particular to parts of Sunground, Old Hill or Lawrence Road. If you
think you can help please see our advert on page 6.

The Villager Editors

The Villager Magazine

Editors Jane Archer (07812 137161), Derrick Pierce (07762 702982)
and Gill Lelliott (07794 324682)

Advertising editors@villagermag.online Gwyneth Simpson 01453 836556
Deliveries Cas Boddam-Whetham 07900 472999
Deadline 18th of each month

Read online at www.avening-pc.gov.uk

Photographs in The Villager Magazine

Many thanks to Dominic Conway for our cover photo of a wintery Cherington
Lake. Please keep sending us your photographs, especially since all the images
will be in colour in the downloadable version of the Magazine.

editors@villagermag.online

The Editors do not guarantee the accuracy of the information contained in this publication or accept
responsibility for errors or omissions or their consequences. Opinions expressed by contributors to
this publication are not necessarily those of the Editors.
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Contacts for the Villages

Amberley, Avening & Cherington
Churches Parish Priest

Natalie Jennings

associate
@minchchurch.org.uk

Avening & Cherington Churches

Reader Derrick Pierce 01453 835090
Avening Bell Tower Captain Andrew Lelliott 07726 345516
Avening & Cherington Cricket Club ::f;itgmth 07747 588188
Avening Church Churchwardens Stephanie Hamilton 07796 981308
Avening Church Flower Team Gill Adams 01453 833175

Avening Church PCC Treasurer

Diane Martin

dianenmartin59@gmail.com

Avening Cinema Club

Sue or Rima

aveningcinemaclub
@gmail.com

Avening Community Café

Gill Adams

07826 291759

Avening Community Orchard

aveningcommunityorchard@gmail.com

Avening Memorial Hall

David Bendall

01453833479

Avening Oil Coordinator

Frances Lindley

findlyd@aol.com

Avening Parish Council Clerk Shani Baker 07415 039234
(C;:ljr:cti)ﬁ:is Ash with Avening District Tony Slater 07793 669930
Avening Playgroup Angie Heslop 01453 832695
Avening Primary School Jane Rushton 01453 833191
Avening Silver Band John Hall 07825405124



mailto:flndly4@aol.com

Avening Social Club

Derrick Ind

01453 835752

Avening Singers Derrick Pierce 01453 835090
Avening WI Liz Knowles 01453 833803

07443629780
Cherington Village Hall Sarah MacMahon sarahmacmahonl10@

googlemail.com

Cherington Parish Council

Barbara (Babs)

Cheringtonparishcouncil
@yahoo.co.uk

Clerk Maloney 01285760276
Cherington Church Helen Di Mauro 07796 937268
Churchwarden

Cherington Church Flower Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294
Team

Cherington Church Organist | Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294
Cherington Church PCC Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294

Secretary

Cherington Church PCC

lan Bamber idbamber@gmail.com
Treasurer
Friends of Avening School Nicky Dill 01453 833191
Stroud Hospital Reception 0300421 8080
Tetbury Hospital 01666 502336

VILLAGE & AREA WEB SITES

Avening Parish Council: www.avening-pc.gov.uk

Cherington Parish Council: cheringtonpc.org.uk.

Cherington Village: www.cheringtonvillage.co.uk

Cotswold District Council: www.cotswold.gov.uk

Facebook: Avening
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Gilian’s Poem of the Month

In Whippendell Woods
Whippendell Woods was a large area of woodland stretching across the Herts/Bucks
borders, near my home. As a teenager | spent many happy hours there with my dog,
and | was 17 when | wrote this poem.

It is peaceful and quiet in the wood,
Away from all hurry and bustle,
With only the birdsong and rustle
Of leaves underfoot. It is good
To be here with the trees,

Feel their solid, enduring great trunks,
Brown-clad, like a group of old monks,
Reaching up with their arms to the breeze,
Flying bright banners on high,

In rich tones of bronze, gold and red,
As Autumn leaves blaze overhead
Against the blue Autumn sky.

In the tree-tops a blackbird is winging,
Fluting pure notes from above,
Spilling his anthems of love,
Entrancing the wood with his singing.....

Gilian Bulmer-Davison

WANTED!

DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE VILLAGER
AND TETBURY ADVERTISER

Could you help to deliver copies of The Villager and Tetbury

Advertiser to homes in Lawrence Road or Old Hill or parts of

Sunground? Or are you interested in helping in other roads or
areas? It only takes about half an hour a month.

For more details please contact:
Bob Jennings - 07824 555259
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Dates for your Diary

Come along and join in the fun at any of the events below - everyone is always
welcome! Both the Memorial Hall & Social Club can also be hired for private functions

Date Event Location Time
Thursday Sth FOAS AGM Avening School
October
Saturday 11th . Cherington Church
October Harvest Festival and supper and Village Hall S5pm
Sunday 26th
October Clocks go back 1 hour
Friday 7th FOAS Children’s Disco Avening Memorial Hall | 3.30pm
November
Friday 14th . . 7 for
November WI Quiz Social club 7.30pm
Tuesday 18th | - nity Café 7th Birthday Social club 9-11.30
November am
w/c 24th Christmas Wreath Making
November Workshop
Friday Sth FOAS Christmas Fayre Avening School
December
Puzzle Corner
9 1
Sudoku
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, _ 47 _ 8 9
each column and each o) 3 2 8
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 - 9. 5 612 7 8 3
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle _ 2 | L 9
without guesswork. 3 9 6 4|7 5
Answers on page 34 7 , , 4 9 9
5 9 74
1 5




Avening and Cherington
Churches

Dear friends,

October is a month that embodies the notion of change — the leaves on the trees
change colour, the clocks change from BST to GMT, and the landscapes change as the
last of the harvest is gathered in. It’s a season that invites both thanksgiving and
reflection.

Having already celebrated Harvest in Avening, we’ll be gathering in Cherington on
Saturday 11th October at 5pm, followed by supper in the village hall. It's always a
joyful occasion — an opportunity to give thanks for God’s goodness, share food with
neighbours, and remember that gratitude is most real when it flows into generosity
towards others.

Later in the month our focus begins to shift towards remembrance. At the start of
November, we mark All Souls’ Day, when we remember with thanksgiving those whom
we love but see no longer. Services will be held on Sunday 2" November at 10am in
Avening and 5.30pm in Amberley. All are welcome to come, light a candle, and hold
loved ones in prayer. Then the following weekend we mark Remembrance Sunday with
our traditional service of reflection and thanksgiving as we honour those who gave
their lives in war and pray for peace in our world.

In the midst of all this, | will also be taking some time off during October — usually the
month when we take our main holiday of the year. This time it will be a couple of
shorter breaks with family, including a special birthday trip with my mum. Reaching a
milestone birthday this year has reminded me of the changing seasons of life, echoing
the changing seasons of the year. Jo and | will also be welcoming a friend to stay with
us. They are preparing for a big life change, moving to a monastery to discern whether
God is calling them to live out their vocation there. These pauses are gifts: space to
rest, to cherish relationships, and to be renewed.

October is a month of contrasts: bright colours in the trees alongside lengthening
evenings; joyful celebrations alongside quiet reflection. Through it all, we are held in
the rhythm of God’s grace, who is present both in our festivities and in our stillness.
May you find in this season both the warmth of community and the stillness of God’s
presence with you day by day.

Natalie

AVENING CHURCH ALL SOULS SERVICE
SUNDAY 2" NOVEMBER 10 am.

A QUIET REFLECTIVE SERVICE IN WHICH WE
REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE
LIGHTING A CANDLE IN THEIR MEMORY




Church Services

Avening Cherington
Saturday 4™ October 7.30pm — Benefice Harvest Supper at Minchinhampton
Sunday 5™ October 10am — Morning Prayer 10am — Holy Communion
Saturday 11" October 5pm — Harvest Festival
Sunday 12™ October 10am — Holy Communion

6pm —lona Evening

Sunday 19" October 10am — Holy Communion
Prayer
Sunday 26" October 10am — Holy Communion
10am — All Souls’ Service 10am — Holy Communion
Sunday 2" November 5.30pm — All Souls’ Service at Amberley
A quiet service to remember those we love who have

died.

Donations to Avening Church

Donations towards the upkeep and running of Avening Church
can be made at any time either by using the QR code here or on
the card machine just inside the church door.

AVENING SINGERS

Are looking for people to join them
preparing to sing at autumn and
Christmas events in the village, including
the Christmas Carol Service.
No experience necessary, you don’t need
to read music and there are no auditions-
\VENING SINGERS just come along and give it a try!

We practice on Sunday afternoons at 4.00
in Avening.

CONTACT: Derrick (07762702982) Jane (07812 137161)

Or email jwhaleyl@aol.com for more information




District Councillor’s Report

Cotswold District Council (CDC): The next full Council meeting is 24th September at
6:00pm.

Overview & Scrutiny (O&S): We reviewed the financial performance for quarter 1 — As
would be hoped, there weren’t too many areas that were off track, but income from
cemeteries is already £38k lower than forecast. | asked if this was a seasonal blip or a sign
of a cultural shift away from burials, and an officer will investigate similar facilities in
neighbouring districts to see whether a pattern can be established.

We also looked at the council performance report, where | raised my ongoing concerns
over the effectiveness of the Planning Enforcement team. In the last couple of months, |
have been asked to intervene in several cases around Grumbolds Ash which all needed
timely intervention, but there is no feedback from the team when issues are raised. There
are confidentiality considerations in some instances, but there must be a better response
to councillors and the wider public, especially given the 600+ cases now outstanding. This
has been fed back and will hopefully be addressed during a member briefing later this
month.

CDC responds to Government’s letter stating housing targets remain for Cotswold
District: Council has received a formal response from Baroness Taylor of Stevenage, the
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government, to the council leader’s recent letter expressing “deep concerns” over
revised housing targets for the Cotswold district. In July the leader wrote to Angela
Rayner, (the then) Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government,
requesting that the government take due consideration for the "unique development
constraints"” in the Cotswold district, and pause its disproportionate housing target. This
would be while the council works on a full update to its Local Plan. In her reply, Baroness
Taylor acknowledged the Cotswold district’s constraints but emphasised that all areas
must “play their part” in meeting national housing needs. She pointed to the revised
methodology’s affordability focus and strategic planning goals. However, she did not
commit to revisiting the housing targets or offer interim protections against speculative
development while the new plan is being prepared, as is already happening in the north
of the district. The response seems to be a reiteration of national policy rather than a
tailored solution to the challenges in the Cotswolds.

Avening Stream: | should receive the report into our depleted water courses later this
month. Following last month’s newsletter, | was contacted by a resident with expertise in
these areas, and once | have digested the report, he has offered to help me look at
potential next steps. In the meantime, our stream remains completely dry, and will no
doubt need a great deal of rain to bring it back to life.

Councillor Tony Slater
Cotswold District Council, Representing Grumbolds Ash with Avening.
email: Tony.slater@cotswold.gov.uk Tel: 07793669930
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Additional Information

Gloucestershire County Council launches £400k fund to support local community projects.
Community groups across Gloucestershire are invited to apply for a share of £400,000
through the county council’s Thriving Communities Grant programme.

UNSUNG HEROES: The Unsung Heroes Awards is to acknowledge all the work being done
across the district by volunteers who give up their time to help others. Residents and
businesses have nominated people in their communities who they think have made a
difference, from individuals who give up their time to help neighbours, to members of local
groups who volunteer to deliver local projects. This is a rolling scheme with winners
announced at every Full Council meeting going forward. Please nominate your Unsung Hero
here: www.cotswold.gov.uk/unsungheroes

HOW TO REPORT POTHOLES: | recommend using this link, especially if you have a
smartphone and can take a photograph of the pothole and identify the exact position. It is
more efficient than emailing the council as officers get a daily schedule of these alerts.
Gloucestershire County Council, report a pothole: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
highways/roads/your-highways-report-it/

REPORT IT: https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/report-it/ New forms for reporting graffiti,
overflowing bins, dog fouling and street cleaning are now live on the Cotswold District
Council Website. A map pin drop allowing for what3words location submissions can be
used.

Box Art Group

Box Art Group was founded by the renowned
stained glass artist Edward Payne 40 years ago
this year, and continues to thrive. Edward Payne
lived in Box village for most of his working life,
and produced around 70 windows for churches in
England and Wales, many of which are in
Gloucestershire. An article on his life and work,
including many photographs, can be found on the
Box village website at https://www.box-
village.com/gallery
EXHIBITION This year. the art group is making an extra effort
for its annual exhibition to celebrate its 40th year.
18:; :&iﬁ:z;';::ﬁ‘::f’;:z:ﬂ :'r:::;b;":ﬁ";’: The aim is to exhibit 100 paintings by the group’s
40" anniversary. You can join them at: artists in the Box Village Hall.
Box Village Hall

The exhibition will be open to the public with free
Fri. 107, Sat. 11, Sun. 127 October 2025 5gmission, as usual, from Friday 10th October to
R T O S . Sunday 12th, and with tea, coffee and cake
available on the Saturday and Sunday.

https://boxartgroup.uk/
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Avening Playgroup

A big welcome to Oakley and Lucas, who have just started at Avening Playgroup and
also a big welcome back to those children returning to the setting for the autumn
term

We spent the first few weeks of this term helping the children to settle in, giving
them lots of opportunities to explore all the
different areas in the setting so that they can
become familiar with the equipment and
resources on offer to them. We are also
reminding them to follow the playgroup
routine and supporting them in building new
relationships, not just with the other children
but also with their keyworkers and the rest
of the staff. We are really pleased with how
well the children have settled back in and
how quickly the new starters are adapting to
our routines.

We have also been looking at ‘All about Me’
— drawing and painting ourselves, making
faces out of buttons and playdough,
decorating faces on coconuts and
gingerbread men, cutting spaghetti to make
hair, talking about our families as well as our
feelings.

We are very excited to be introducing Tapestry to our setting. This interactive
learning journal allows parents to have more involvement in their child’s learning
and to share their child’s at--home learning with playgroup. It enables the playgroup
staff to collect observations of the children, track their progress and send updates
and photos as well as assessments to parents. We are hoping to use it for invoicing
purposes as well.

It was lovely to be part of the Pig Face Day celebrations. The Playgroup staff and
committee organised the Coconut Shy and Sweet Treat stalls and although the
weather was not on our side, it was great to see everyone.

Angie Heslop

If you are looking for a playgroup space for your child, now or in the future, you are
very welcome to come in and have a look around our lovely setting with its great
outdoor  area. Just call us on 01453 832695 or email at
aveningplaygroup@gmail.com to make an appointment.
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SPOOKY SEASON NEEDN'T BE®
FRIGHTFUL... :

LET IND PLUMBING & HEATING HELP YOU
KEEP WARM & COSY THIS AUTUMN:-

OIL/GAS BOILER SERVICE & REPAIR
AGA SERVICE & REPAIR

NEW HEATING SYSTEM INSTALLATION

GENERAL PLUMBING REPAIRS
BATHROOM RENOVATION

X o
Service &

Water
reatment

—PEST CONTROL —

Professional, reliable and effective service

RSPH Level 2 certified

www.ecopestcontroller.com
www.facebook.com/ecopestcontroller

will@ecopestcontroller.com or 07918587473
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Letter from Chairman of
Avening Parish Council

Following weeks of extreme sunny weather and drought conditions on a national scale,
nature has returned to bite us with rain that doesn’t seem to know when to stop. The
phrase ‘be careful for what you pray for’ comes to mind. We needed the rain, just not all
in one go.

The Memorial Hall: The sudden turn in the weather from constant sunshine to rain came
just at the wrong time; another week and the roofing activity would have been
completed. The main roof, as you will have noticed, looks to be complete. All the
comments received by councillors seem to be in favour of the new look, and the ftiles
have already blended in with the surroundings. We have also taken the opportunity to
install modern insulated felt under the new tiles, resulting in greater savings on our
energy costs. However, the renewal of the flat roof over the Chamberlain room and
kitchen has fallen victim to the wet weather. Unlike the main roof, a flat roof really needs
dry weather for the work to be carried out. For some time there have been signs that the
old flat roof was leaking and needed to be replaced. After investigations, it was revealed
that the flat roof had simply been made up of sheets of insulation, which were laid on
the previous roof, and then covered by new rolls of felt — a botched job for sure.
Therefore, somewhat inevitably, time and weather have caused it to leak. We have
decided to strip off all layers of the roof, and put in place a properly constructed
replacement which should stand the test of time. The parapet walls surrounding the flat
roof also need to be repaired or replaced in several places. Frustratingly, the internal
refurbishment and redecorating of the Chamberlain room and kitchen will necessarily be
delayed until the flat roof is weatherproof. Yes, we need the rain, but maybe a few
prayers for fine weather might get us over the finishing line.

Playing Field Signs will soon be in place to alert users that surveillance cameras are in
situ. The aim is to ensure the field is a safe, clean and respected village amenity.

Pig Face Day: Congratulations to all the organisers, participating school children and all
the villagers involved for making this an enjoyable and successful event. The attendance
was a significant response, which both helps securing it as a regular village event and a
step in the right direction towards bringing Avening villagers together.

Applications for Grants: The Parish Council will start the budget process in November. If
your organisation wishes to apply for a Parish Council grant, please submit an application
form before 1* November. Application forms can be downloaded from the Parish Council
website or by contacting the Clerk.

Hedge Cutting: A reminder. Following a glorious summer, the weather is now changing,
birds have stopped nesting and the nights are drawing in. Please make every effort to cut
back any overgrown vegetation that is overhanging public footpaths or roads. It can be
difficult to navigate paths safely when the vegetation is in the way. Nobody wants to get
hit in the face by wet vegetation in the dark.

Patrick Mulligan, Chairman, Avening Parish Council.

Tel: 07713 068436
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For Your Information - Police Numbers in Gloucestershire
This is a copy of the statistics sent to the Parish Council.

Year Police Officers
2015 1,175
2016 1,198
2017 1,220
2018 1,243
2019 1,265
2020 1,288
2021 1,310
2022 1,333
2023 1,355
2024 1,309
2025 1,346
2026 1,369
2027 1,390

Church Floodlighting

The church was floodlit on the following occasions recently:

20" August
A. Gay Powell: Happy Birthday. We are thinking of you and
missing you very much. All our love Brian and Family.

10th September
in loving memory of Richard (Dick) Chapman. We miss you just as much today. We
cannot believe 9 years have passed. Hope you are looking after Mum up there. Love you
always. Kris, Rob, Kane, Eloise and Ralph. Xxx

30th September
in loving memory of Michael Powell: though born a man of Kent he was always grateful
to Avening and Holy Cross Church where he was married again and is buried. With
undying love from Thelma, Kevin and Columba

The church looks beautiful at night when floodlit. If you would like to have this in
memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a special event, contact Piers Hansen on 07770
745642.

From 1 November please contact Nicholas Winkfield on 07885 139275
The cost is £10 for 2 hours.
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theWI Avening WI

INSPIRING WOMEN

110 years ago, at Llanfair PG on the island of Anglesey, the first branch of the Women’s
Institute was formed in September 1915, and it proceeded to spread across the British
Isles, especially in rural areas. It was the time of the First World War, and Women'’s
Suffrage, and in the absence of men, away fighting on the front, women were taking on
many roles traditionally exclusively male. Women of all classes were previously seen
primarily as homemakers and mothers supporting men in the world of work, with very
little access to further education. The WI offered the possibility of education, personal
development, community service and friendship, just as it continues to do today.

At the end of August 17 members joined
Tetbury and Kemble & Ewen WIs for a
group meeting at which the theme was
again looking back, this time to the
Second World War, with the anniversary
of VE and VJ Days. Avening did well in the =
individual competitions with Wendy .
Jennings coming first with her eggless
wartime cake, and Soo Rolfe also first
with a patriotic posy. The group entry |
required a display of four wartime items
and our members looked at the minutes
of Avening WI during that period, when members took part in several initiatives to help
the war effort. These included collecting 2,000lb of blackberries for a jam factory in
Bristol, darning 50 pairs of socks for the forces, sharing information with talks such as
‘Making the most of the cheese ration’, collecting 17lb of silver foil and keeping spirits
up with a Christmas Party with dancing and games including ‘Pin the moustache on
Hitler’! The relevant items were all displayed in a leather suitcase typical of the time.

Avening WI was formed in 1930 and we continue to meet in the Memorial Hall built in
memory of the servicemen who lost their lives in the First World War. We are a
thriving, active and friendly bunch,
currently with a membership of 42,
and we welcome any visitors or
prospective new members.

One of our activities is running a Bite
to Eat service in Avening, supporting
the community by providing a
catering service for a variety of
events. Recently we helped keep the
unique tradition of Pig Face Day alive
by providing over 80 pulled pork or
roasted vegetable baps in the
Memorial Hall. A very busy day but,
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with a great team of helpers, we succeeded and have had several favourable reviews
from customers!

If you are looking for a variety of activities, outings and interesting talks or just a
chance to meet other locals and have a chat, do come along. We meet on the second
Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm. Our October meeting on 9™ will be a social
occasion celebrating our 95" birthday with a Harvest Supper and a food-related quiz.
Speaking of quizzes, Shirley is planning another of her amazing quiz evenings on
Friday 14™ November in aid of Longfield. All welcome, teams of four, 7 for 7.30pm
start at the Social Club.

For more information email aveningwi@gmail.com or check out our Facebook page at
Avening WI.

Helen Haiselden

Sandford Trust

Small grants are available from the Sandford Trust, a charity for local young
people going on to university or work based training. We would welcome
applications from anyone living in the parish of Avening, on or before 12%
September, after which the annual distribution of funds will be made.

To apply for a grant please write to:

Kelly Wilkinson
Larch House
Pound Hill
Avening
Gloucestershire
GL8 8LZ

Hire a lucky Sweep

CHI M = CHERO® for your Wedding!

PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SERVICES

« CCTV inspections Jos Stone

638 316
« Blockages removed 07507 ‘ |
: Safetygcertiﬁcates Issued chimcheroonailsworth@gmail.com

o No mess

« Woodburners, open fires, Agasletc
« Member of the Institute of Chimney

Sweeps
o Fully insured
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_——-____-.=- / /i '.I s by " /
he Axyen%g[_éhof-Engtand Education Fund h
means to financially support the education
-residents up to age 25. To appl ea
01453 a_'g_:g_g;tsipr email buchanan.el@gmail.com

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES FOR SELF EMPLOYED AND
LIMITED COMPANIES

Self-Assessment Tax Returns
Accounts Preparation For Small Businesses
Company Accounts
Business Start Ups & Company Formations
VAT Returns and Tax Planning

For a competitive quote telephone Emma

01453 835050
TOWN HALL NAILSWORTH




01666 505068
tetbury@hunterfrench.co.uk
www.hunterfrench.co.uk

2 London Road, Tetbury, GL8 8JL

Are You following us?!

Tetbury based, independent Estate Agency
offering a friendly, yet professional and
reliable service to house selling and
purchasing.
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Pig Face Day - A Resounding Success

The prime reason why Pig Face Day this year was
so successful was that every Avening
organisation was involved in it: the Parish
Council provided a subsidy to enable the WI to
produce their sumptuous baps at minimal cost,

" the Bell Inn opened their doors early, the School,
' Singers and Silver Band all entertained the fit-to-

bursting hall, and the Church, Playgroup and
Social Club all put on some traditional games.
We are of course unique in that we are the only
village in the country ceded a church by a
Queen, and perhaps the use of this celebration
to bring all of our community together is as
important as upholding this 1,000-year-old
tradition.

| suspect that there are few other villages that can boast as many activities and supportive
organisations as we have, catering for young and old alike. Long may it continue: how
encouraging it was to see a youngster in the Silver Band, for example.

How adeptly the
cast brought out
the humour in the
play, having had
such a short time
to rehearse it.
Having written it,
I'm sure | must
have offended

someone as it's §

impossible not to
these days, but no
writs have arrived
yet. | confess that
| was only happy

to mastermind the event with Mel Young on board, as she has a finger in every Avening
pie and remarkable organisational ability, as she proved yet again.

Given that the next Pig Face Day is not until 2027, | do hope that the same organisations
can get together to form an annual village fete, now that the church understandably
require some support. With such a thriving community, it is difficult to imagine losing that

annual opportunity to get together.

Roger Lindley

p.s. The Social Club fun skittles on Pig Face Day, was a great success, with lots of kids
playing skittles - the adults got a brief chance too!
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Many thanks to
Roger Lindley and
Tony Slater for these
photos. Image of WI
catering teamis on

page 16.



Pip Morris nteriors Litd

07512 661566 - hello@pipmorris.co.uk

Planning Applications
Architectural Design
Interior Design =l
Design Consultancyf&—

=

— —_— e = e

pipmorrisinteriors.co.uk

Painting, Decorating
& Garden Services _4T’Ly
A

Painting & decorating » Fixtures & fittings lb‘?, &

Bespoke shelving « House maintenance

Lawn mowing « Hedge trimming « Pruning
Driveway & patio jet washing « Planting

Landscaping « General garden & pond maintenance w IC-E“;‘L

Call Sam on 07533 002946 or email hattlldonicely@gmail.com (%

22




AVENING CLUB
r-v

lesgodiny ad 2
BOGART - BERGMAN - HENREID™

Wednesday 29" October 2025
Doors open 7pm. Film starts 7.30pm.

Interval halfway
Please feel free to bring refreshments

AVENING MEMORIAL HALL

Admission £7

The film club runs on the last Wednesday of every month.
Contact us at gveningcinemaclub@gmail.com
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Avening School

Let’s get learning!
We are delighted to be back at school, learning, discovering and aspiring. As the
children get used to their new year groups, our new reception pupils are settling into
school life and have got off to a fantastic start in the Eagles class. At the other end of
the school, our y6 pupils are embarking on the last year of their primary school journey
and, with this, comes more responsibility as they will take on a variety of roles
including those of house captains, playground patrollers and reading buddies.

The Owls class (y5/6) are excited for their residential trip to South Cerney at the end of
September where they will take part in a variety of activities, including paddleboarding
and raft building. For their topic this term, they will become scientists as they study
‘Muck, Mess and Mixtures’. Meanwhile, to tie-in with their term topic on The Great Fire
of London, the Kestrels (y1/2) will be visiting the John Moore countryside museum in
Tewkesbury. The Eagles will be focusing on learning all about their fellow classmates
this term in their topic ‘All About Me’, while the Hawks (y3/4) class topic also follows a
scientific theme, as they learn all about ‘Feeling Fit’.

At the beginning of October, the life education tent will be paying its annual visit to our
school. This is part of our Personal, Social and Health education and the children will be
involved in workshops including about the brain, healthy relationships and making
healthy choices.

Our y5 pupils will be joining other pupils from local schools at an Earth and Space Day
hosted by Westonbirt School and the whole of the Owls class will be learning more
about space later this term.

This year’s harvest festival will take place towards the end of October with families
invited to bring in donations for a local foodbank which helps families in need.

Come and see our wonderful school in action on either of our two open mornings this
term. On the mornings of Friday 10™ October and Wednesday 5" November we
welcome you to drop in between 9am and midday for a guided tour and coffee and
cake and a chance to experience a day in the life of Avening School.

Do you have a pre-schooler who enjoys playing outdoors? Join us on Friday afternoons
2-3pm for our Fledglings pre-school sessions for children from 0-4 and their grown ups
run by the fabulous Mrs Carter, our forest school and mental health lead.

Alex Adcock

For more information about this busy place of learning, please see our school website:
www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to Tony Williams and The Bell - and to all the 'quizzers’ - on
raising £10,000 for Cobalt over the last 10 years through the regular monthly
quiz. The photo was taken by Rima jones on Saturday 6th September in
recognition of this milestone.

Help make a difference for cancer patients across Gloucestershire!

Want to host your own coffee morning? Email emily.janes@cobalthealth.co.uk for a
fundraising pack.

Don’t miss the Reindeer Run on 7th December at National Star College — a fun 5k walk,
run or jog for all ages! Early Bird tickets now on sale: £5 child | £8 adult | £25 family.
Also coming up:

e Christmas Fair at Linton House with
live Randwick Reindeer 27th November 5
-7pm
Visit cobalthealth.co.uk or call 01242 C
535922 for more information!

72 Cobalt g WQ

Medical Charity
Diagnosis » Research » Education e et
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S Woodman
Garden Services

General Gardening
Grass Cutting ~ Hedge Cutting

Tree Cutting ~ Fruit Tree Pruning
General Ground Clearance
Good Rates / O.A.P Discount

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744 Mobile: 07814206803

(ab) GEORGE

NAILSWORTH

George Street
T: 01453 705560
Local and
proudly independent

0O.L.Cottle
Family Business

Hand Carved Memorials : Cremation Plaques

Additional Inscriptions : Renovations and Cleaning
All Types of Stonework
Tel: 01453 762877
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire




Avening Community Café

Enjoy good company, crafts, delicious home-made cakes and a drink at your
Community Café—Every Tuesday morning in the Social Club from 9 — 12 am.
Mobile Post Office on site from 9:30 — 11:30.

Very sadly we have lost two special friends recently; Jean Hopes and Angela Vinson.
Jean was a great supporter of the Café and Angela was one of our first customers and
made many new friends through the Café.

Thanks to everyone who donates
through our charity tub - we are
pleased to say that we recently gave
£100 to the Longfield Community
Hospice.

During the summer holidays there was
a lively buzz to the Café as we
welcomed visiting friends, cyclists,
walkers and many families from the
village. A special thanks to Alex for
storytelling to the children. We were
also grateful to Mark for extending the
art session to include some of our younger members.

A date for your diary — 18th November we will be celebrating the Café A birthday with
a glass of bubbly. Thanks for your continued support.

Plants & Produce: Many thanks to all those who brought in their surplus fruits and veg.
Donations received go to Café charities.

October Dates

7™ Art with Mark (£3 each, all materials supplied). Also celebrating Oktoberfest
14" National Dessert Day
21 Art with Mark (£3 each, all materials supplied).
28" Halloween — come in Fancy Dress
John Hetterley

For Avening Community Café

The Village Notice Board

The village notice board, on the side of the Memorial Hall, is a good way of publicising
village events and items of local information. Posters, ideally size A4 or A5, can be put
up for you on this board. They can be delivered to John and Sandra Hetterley, 2,
Orchard Field or given to them directly. They will be taken down once they are out of
date. Other posters may be removed and recycled once they are faded or to make
space for others.
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Custom Envelopes, Packaging,

Mini Guides, Booklets, Boxes,
Signs, Labels & Much More...

ATIEY PRINTERS .

STROUDPRINT

Supporting the

=

WOODLAND
U

www.wheatleyprinters.co.uk 01453 731001
Units C1- C5 Phoenix Trading Estate, London Road, Stroud, Glos GL5 2BX




-TETBURY GOODS SHED -

ARTS CENTRE

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS AT TETBURY GOODS SHED

October 5 Quiz Evening: Make up a team and take on the challenges of our Quiz
Master, David Walker, who over the years has collected obscure facts
from a range of sources and now has a use for them! 5.30pm. Tickets in
advance £2.

October 12 Wool Fair: Following the great success of last year’s event we bring
you a wide range of stalls, demonstrations, workshops and talks — and
even the attendance of some sheep! 10-4pm. Tickets in advance £3.50.

October 23 Film Night: National Theatre Live Mrs Warrens Profession. Imelda
Staunton joins forces with her daughter Bessie Carter in Bernard Shaw’s
incendiary classic. 7pm. Tickets in advance £15.

October 25 Derailed: a daytime house music event with Danny Toft! If you’re over
30 come and party during daylight hours with DJ Danny. A chance to
dance your socks off and still be home for supper. 2-7pm Tickets in
advance £10.

October 26 Candlelit Classical Masterpieces: Join the Bristol Ensemble and
soloist Viv McLean for a candlelit celebration of classical greats by
Chopin, Mozart and Shostakovich. 7pm. Tickets £24 in advance.

For more details of our other events including film, talks, exhibitions, and
afternoon tea concerts and to book tickets visit our website:
www.tetburygoodsshed.co.uk

Shiny Gooduess =iz

Your local health food store

vers FAITHNNATURE™ #% bio®

Over 60 refill & loose products including milk, nuts &
seeds, oats & grains, pasta, orzo, cleaning products &
toiletries. Locally sourced eggs & honey.

Large range of supplements & Free health advice.
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Letter from Roz Savage MP | ﬁ
WD

Harvest reminds us how much we owe to our farmers
I’'m drafting this column on 10 September, the tenth anniversary of Back British
Farming Day - a moment to pause and give thanks for the farmers whose hard work
sustains us all. Here in the South Cotswolds, their contribution is written into every
field, every hedgerow, every view that makes this such a wonderful place to live.

Over the summer, | had the privilege of
travelling through our towns and villages,
meeting people and hearing your stories.

ML
]
{1 ]
L

Again and again, | was struck by the sense {lllil il oz LTI AT
Il i ‘ Al) I

of pride we share in our communities and :
in the landscapes that shape them. Now, [ e "

as the days grow shorter, the air turns
cooler, and harvest festivals begin to fill
village halls and churches, we are
reminded how deeply our lives are bound
to the land and to those who care for it.

This year has been especially tough for
farmers, with dry weather through spring
and summer making life difficult for many.
In the 15 months since becoming your
MP, I've spoken with our farmers across
the South Cotswolds about these challenges. What has stayed with me most is not
just their resilience, but their generosity of spirit - the willingness to share their
knowledge, their time, and their quiet pride in a job that is never easy, but always
vital.

Farmers give us more than food, though that alone would be reason enough for
gratitude. They are also the custodians of our countryside, tending wildlife habitats,
protecting against flooding, caring for rivers and preserving the beauty of the
Cotswolds that so many of us treasure. Farming today is as much about stewardship
as it is about crops and livestock. When we speak of food security, climate resilience,
or nature recovery, our farmers are not standing on the sidelines. They are at the
heart of it all.

That is why it matters so much that policymakers work with farmers, not at a distance
from them. Too often, decisions are taken far from the fields and barns where their
effects are most keenly felt. By listening to farmers here at home, | want to carry their
voices into Parliament and ensure their wisdom helps shape the policies that affect
us all.

As we gather for harvest festivals over the coming weeks - with tables laid with fruit,
vegetables, and sheaves of wheat - | hope we will all take a moment to appreciate
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the care and dedication behind those gifts. Our farmers do not just feed us. They
nurture our countryside, anchor our communities, and help sustain our way of life.
My commitment is to stand alongside them, with gratitude and with determination,
as we work for a future where farming, nature, and rural life flourish together.

Warm wishes,

Roz

Roz Savage MP, South Cotswolds
Email: roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk |
Call: 01285 300555

TONY’S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHTS
THE BELL, AVENING
1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

£2 A PLAYER: A MAXIMUM OF 4 PLAYERS PER TEAM
ALL PROCEEDS TO THE COBALT APPEAL, CHELTENHAM

CHORLEY'S AUCTIONEERS

Cotswolds Heritage since 1862

®. Complimenta.ry & Friendly
R V) Auction Valuations
Monthly Auctions of Art & Antiques

Probate & Insurance Valuations

Contact us today for your valuation

Sold for £8,000

A 20th Century "toi et moi' diamond ring

01452 344499 |info@chorleys.com | chorleys.com
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Friends of Avening School

It’s the start of a brand new academic year, and everyone at FOAS has been busy
organising and scheduling some exciting events.

It’s looking like a fun packed calendar, including a brand new event in February next
year - ‘The Curious Case of The Avening Amulet...” more about that in a later edition.

OCTOBER
e Thursday 9th - FOAS AGM (all parents/carers welcome)

NOVEMBER

e Friday 7th - Halloween Disco

e w/c 24th - Christmas Wreath Making Workshop
DECEMBER

e Friday 5th - FOAS Christmas Fayre

e Monday 15th - Christmas Hampers Raffle Draw (drawn at the evening
Christmas Performance)

Cas Boddam-Whetham RCT SIRPA Practitioner
Physiotherapist

Craniosacral Therapist

50 years experience in the diagnosis, treatment and management of
musculoskeletal and stress related chronic pain.
Pay as you can

Nags Head, Avening
Telephone: 07900472999
Website: www.casbw.co.uk

32




PETER SAVAGE

ALL FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED
GROUNDWORKS AND LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN
SEASONED FIREWOOD - LOGS & KINDLING

Tel: 01453 833239
or 07785 788335

~ JOHAN OLNER ~
~ Avening based Bicycle Mechanic ~
{ Cytech Technical One and Two qualified }

07968 175 208
human.propulsion@yahoo.com

Fred Stevens
Funeral Directors

We give immediate attention — 24 hours
Traditional and contemporary styled
funerals arranged
Individual, flexible approach
Well established, family-owned company with highly
experienced staff

Newmarket Road, Nailsworth, Gloucestershire GL6 0DQ
telephone 01453 832188

email@fredstevens.co.uk www.fredstevens.co.uk
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KP GARDENS for Logs & Kindling

Est. 1984

KILN DRIED PREMIUM QUALITY

FIREWOOGD

& 07813 790905 or 01666 503782

* Premium Quality Kiln Dried Hardwood Logs
* Sustainably sourced
* Very clean burning (low smoke)

* Delivered to your door
email: kpgardens@hotmail.co.uk

s
JOINERY

LI M1 1 E IR

e Windows

* DOOIS

e Conservatories
e Bifold Doors

e Stairs

01453 765007

info@gkjoinery.com
gkjoinery.com

Services : Computer repairs & upgrades
Computer health checkups
Plain speaking tuition
Wi-Fi problems
Advice & Help
Tech support
Easy backup
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Computer or Tablet Problem? Struggling with Technology?
Home Visits: | come to you for your convenience.
Knowledgeable : 20 years in business in the Stroud area.
Tailored Support: One-on-one help tailored to your needs.
Easy Learning: Simple explanations and step-by-step guides.

Google

5 star rating

Matt Hughes
07740 167318

> = £45ph Est.2003
1 ey, Based in Stroud

See my hints & tips

A- at pcprop.com




Allsorts launches first-ever Santa Dash at Tinkley Gate

@.5 _, €TD

Py, e
WEReD gy gup TRAOMS ™

Allsorts is a Stroud charity that helps disabled children and their families access
everyday experiences that others take for granted, supporting their physical and mental
health through opportunities to stay active, have fun, and connect with one another.
See allsortsglos.org.uk/based

Allsorts, in partnership with Stroud & District Athletics Club, is inviting the community to
pull on their santa suits and take part in the first ever Allsorts Santa Dash on Sunday 7"
December 2025. The festive event will see up to 250 santas run, walk or wheel their way
around the beautiful National Trust setting of Tinkley Gate, Woodchester Park. With
2.5km and 5km routes available, the event is open to all ages and abilities, from
seasoned runners to families, children and even festive pooches (on leads!). Highlights
include carol singers, a medal for every finisher and post-dash refreshments at the on-
site café. Santa suits are available to purchase during registration and chip timing will be
provided for those who'd like to track their pace.

All profits raised will support Allsorts, a local charity working to create inclusive
opportunities for children and young people with additional needs and their families
across Gloucestershire.

Entry: Adults £14—£16, Juniors £11-£14 (discounts applied at checkout)
Registration: https://bit.ly/46dDX1l

0 Locaﬂy made, sustainable, Lumpwood BBQCharcoa[ (local de[ivery possib[e)
o Woodland Weddings and other Fami[y Celebrations

o Children’s Laser Tag Parties

West Ruggers Green Woods, Shipton’s Grave Lane, Avening

Wild Woodland Celebrations

Contact Estelle St John-Smith — 07817 837781 estjson@rocketmail.com
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Avening Parish Council

Grant Applications
The Parish Council will start the budget process in November. If your organisation wishes
to apply for a Parish Council grant, please submit an application form before November
1st. Application forms can be downloaded from the Parish Council website or by

contacting the Clerk.

Hedge Cutting

Following a glorious summer, the weather is now changing, and nights are getting
darker. Please cut back any overgrown vegetation that is overhanging public footpaths.
It is difficult to navigate the paths when the vegetation is in the way. Nobody wants to
get hit in the face by wet vegetation in the dark.

Traffic

The Parish Council is interested in a 20mph speed limit but the cost of an application for
a road traffic order would be prohibitive. There may be some help for this from the
District Council and this will be followed up.

Planning Applications & Tree Works Since the Last Issue and Parish Councils Decision
New Planning Applications

25/02579/COMPLY: Land Southwest Of 12A Star Lane - Support Compliance of
conditions 4 (Sample materials), 7 (Window and door finishes), 11 (Landscaping
scheme), 13 (Details), 18 (LEMP),19 (External lighting), 23 (CMP), of permission

24/01031/FUL - Erection of a residential dwelling - Variation of condition 2 (Approved
plans) of planning permission 21/03751/FUL

25/02373/FUL Brandhouse Farm West End - Support. Erection of single storey extension
to NW elevation, open loggia to SE elevation and balustrade to rear wing

25/02195/FUL 5 Orchard Field - Support. Removal of existing oil tank and base and
forming new base max 300 high with new tank in new location. Removal of side ground
floor window and changing to new door. Removing side hedge and replacing with new
timber fence.

Cotswold District Council Planning Decisions

25/01259/FUL 12 Star Lane. Erection of detached dwelling with associated works —
Refused.

25/01812/COMPLY Old Quarries Compliance with conditions 5 (Stonework sample
panel), 10 (Infilling of doorways) and 15 (Rainwater goods) of consent 22/03637/LBC -
Change of use of existing buildings from residential institution (C2 use) to residential (C3
use) including demolition of modern extensions, internal alterations and extensions,
rebuilding of boundary wall. - Permitted

25/01913/TCONR The Old Coach House Hampton Hill Cut back Poplar to boundary. -
Permitted.

Roads and Footpaths
If you see a fault on the footpaths or the roads, please report it on Fix My Street.
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Dog Fouling
If you witness dog fouling not being picked up by the owner, please report by following
the link below. https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/litter-street-cleaning-and-

dog-fouling/

Neighbourhood Policing Team: Police Sergeant Garrett Gloyn ; PC Morley - Blackwell;
PCSO Edmund Maina 101@gloucestershire.police.uk

The Agenda and minutes of the last parish council meeting can be viewed at

Specialist 11+ Tuition with Coach House Tutors

Established in 1990, Ros and Claire will help your child reach their full potential and
feel confident and ready for the Grammar Schools’ Entrance Exam. One-to-one tuition
online, orin-person in either Oakridge or Nailsworth. Regular Mock exams.
www.coachhousetutors.co.uk www.facebook.com/coachhousetutors
Claire: 01453 834153 Ros: 01285 760320 Email: learn@coachhousetutors.co.uk

IS'IT%ME Volunteer with Us — Make a Real Difference

RT Help us offer practical support and a listening ear to families with young
Stroud and children when they need it most. Sometimes, a little extra help can make
Gloucester | the difference as they navigate their way through challenging times.

Our next Volunteer Preparation Course runs
from Thursday 9th October to 4th December
(term time only).

- Gain valuable skills

- Support local families

- Be someone they can talk to
For more information, please
visit:www.homestartsd.org. Or contact:
Enquiries@homestartsd.org

Together, we can help families feel heard, supported, and stronger.

A Bite to Eat? i_ [

Arranging a Group Lunch, Afternoon Tea, Christening Party or
other social event?

Avening WI ‘Bite to Eat’ scheme may be able to assist with your catering needs.

We can provide and serve a selection of freshly prepared sandwiches, scones and
cakes; a fork or finger buffet; or a two course meal.

For prices and any further details :
Please telephone Liz on 01453 833803 or e-mail lizknowles@hotmail.co.uk
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Regular Activities in the Villages

Would organisers please let us know if there are any changes or additions to these events

Event Day Time Where Contact
.00- ingsilverband
Avening Silver Band Monday 7.00 Memorial Hall aven.lng5| verband@
9.00pm gmail.com
Avening Church bell Monda 8.00- Church bell Andrew Lelliott
ringing Y 9.00pm tower 07726 345516
. . 9.00am - . Gill Adams 07826
Community Café Tuesday noon Social Club 291759
. . 9.30- Social Club
Mobile Post Office Tuesday 11.30am car park
. Tuesday bi- Cherington Babs Malony
Cherington PC monthly 6.00pm | \illage hall 07958116794
. . 8.00-9.30 . Social Club
Line Dancing Tuesday om Social Club 01453 833760
Avening 6.00 - Holy Cross
Churchyard tidy up Wednesday 7.00pm churchyard Churchwardens
2nd
. . Shani Baker
Avening PC Wednesday 7.30pm Memorial Hall 07415 039234
each month
Avening Cinema Last avening
& Wednesday 7.30pm Memorial Hall cinemaclub
Club .
each month @gmail.com
. 2nd Thursday Social Club/ Liz
Avening W.I each month 7.30pm Memorial Hall 01453 833803
. ] . . 500 -
Fledglings for pre Fridays C%urlng 00 School Garden |  Avening School
schoolers term time 3.00pm
Fun Skittles Last Saturday 7.30 Social Club
each month
KNEAD Mobile Last Saturday 9.45 - Memorial Hall
Bakery each month 10.30am
. . 1st Saturday
Charity Quiz cach month 8.00pm The Bell
Avening Singers Sunday 4.00pm tba Derrick Pierce

01453 835090
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FREE MOT

With every major service’

Get ready for the winter

W Servicing on all makes
and models from £190

B Body repairs

B Vehicle diagnostics

B 4 Wheel laser alignment

M Tyres, Exhausts & more

*“with presentation of thi

for free, friendly, local advice, pop in or give us a call.

01453 832871

Book online anytime j. Service
www.auto-bodytech.co.uk

Inchbrook Trading Estate, (A46) Bath Road, Nailsworth, GL5 5EY
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OPEHIMG TIMAES:
' AOUDAY: CLOSED
! TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 5.00PAN-CLOSE

FRIDAY: 4PfM-CLOSE

SATURDAY £ SUMDAY: 3PAA-CLOSE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY AMOUTH
IS TOMY'S QUIZ MIGHT
Lirte  |Little India @ Th

IN D] A Call 01453 836453 for great food to takeaway FOOD HYGEENE RATNG
arneeer  Visit our website for full menu GloJelelol 5 |

Find us on Facebook

www.thebellavening.co.uk RS

“Bell at Avening”

Day Centre & Social Club

e Home cooked lunch plus teas/
coffees

* Group activities, craft sessions
and companionship

Home Care Services

e Help with Personal & Domestic
tasks, Sitting Service

e Meals on Wheels locally

Nursing Home

e General & Specialist Dementia

Nursing
e Registered Nurses on duty 24 For more information please
hours a day contact us on 01453 731 227 for
* Free and Pre-arranged Respite  an Information Pack or go to:

Care available all year round www.horsfallhouse.co.uk

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal, Minchinhampton Centre for the Elderly, Registered Charity No: 287479

Printed by Wheatley Printers Ltd. Units C1-C4 Phoenix Trading Estate,
Stroud GL5 2BX 01453 764251 sales@wheatleyprinters.co.uk



