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01666 505068
tetbury@hunterfrench.co.uk
www.hunterfrench.co.uk

2 London Road, Tetbury, GL8 8JL
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Tetbury based, independent Estate Agency
offering a friendly, yet professional and
reliable service to house selling and
purchasing.
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September 2026

Welcome to the latest issue of The Villager. We hope you have had an enjoyable
summer, despite the very high temperatures over the past few weeks. We would very
much like to hear how your summer has been. Perhaps you could share any photos
you may have taken of the solar eclipse that took place on Wednesday August 12th.

September is a month when many children and young people move on, either from
playgroup to school, or from school to further education, apprenticeships or work.
Good luck to all about to progress on to the next stage of their lives. Two charities
offer financial support to younger residents of Avening, please see the advert for the
Sandford Trust on page 11 and for the Avening Church of England Education Fund on
page 21 to see if these charities may be able to help you.

For parents sending their children to playgroup or school for the first time, ‘Tea and
Tissues’ at Avening Church on Thursday 3rd September provides an opportunity to
meet with other families from playgroup or school.

As we mentioned last month we are working on a replacement for Microsoft Publisher,
as from October this will no longer be supported. We would like to thank Gerald South
for the advice and tips he has given us for a possible replacement to Publisher.
Fingers crossed that all goes well for our October issue!

The Villager Editors

The Villager Magazine

Editors Jane Archer (07812 137161), Derrick Pierce (07762 702982)
and Gill Lelliott (07794 324682)

Advertising editors@villagermag.online Gwyneth Simpson 01453 836556
Deliveries Cas Boddam-Whetham 07900 472999
Deadline 18th of each month

Read online at www.avening-pc.gov.uk

Photographs in The Villager Magazine

Many thanks to Alison Winkfield for the beautiful front cover photo of Avening
Church

Please keep sending us your photographs, especially since all the images will
be in colour in the downloadable version of the Magazine.

editors@villagermag.online

The Editors do not guarantee the accuracy of the information contained in this publication or accept
responsibility for errors or omissions or their consequences. Opinions expressed by contributors to
this publication are not necessarily those of the Editors.

3



Contacts for the Villages

Amberley, Avening & Cherington
Churches Parish Priest

Natalie Jennings

associate
@minchchurch.org.uk

Avening & Cherington Churches
Reader

Derrick Pierce

01453 835090

Avening Bell Tower Captain

Andrew Lelliott

07726 345516

Avening & Cherington Cricket Club

Secretary:
Sarah Smith

07747 588188

Avening Church Churchwardens

Stephanie Hamilton
Stephen Uzzell

07796 981308
07807 700004

Avening Church Flower Team Gill Adams 01453 833175

Avening Church PCC Treasurer Diane Martin dianenmartin59@gmail.com
Avening Cinema Club Sue or Rima sjeskins@gmail.com
Avening Community Cafe Gill Adams 07826 291759

Avening Community Orchard

aveningcommunityorchard@gmail.com

Avening Memorial Hall

David Bendall

01453833479

Avening Oil Coordinator

Frances Lindley

findlyd@aol.com

Avening Parish Council Clerk Shani Baker 07415 039234
(C;;Er:cl?ﬁgis Ash with Avening District Tony Slater 07793 669930
Avening Playgroup Angie Heslop 01453 832695
Avening Primary School Jane Rushton 01453 833191
Avening Silver Band John Hall 07825405124
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Avening Social Club

Derrick Ind

01453 835752

Avening Singers

Derrick Pierce

01453 835090

Avening WI

Liz Knowles

01453 833803

Cherington Village Hall

Sarah MacMahon

07443629780
sarahmacmahonl10@
googlemail.com

Cherington Parish Council
Clerk

Cheringtonparishcouncil
@vyahoo.co.uk

Cherington Church
Churchwarden

John Bate-Williams

batewilliams@gmail.com

Cherington Church Flower

Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294
Team
Cherington Church Organist Elizabeth Workman [01285 841294
Cherington Church PCC Elizabeth Workman |01285 841294

Secretary

Cherington Church PCC

lan Bamber idbamber@gmail.com
Treasurer
Friends of Avening School Nicky Dill 01453 833191
Stroud Hospital Reception 0300421 8080
Tetbury Hospital 01666 502336

VILLAGE & AREA WEB SITES

Avening Parish Council: www.avening-pc.gov.uk

Cherington Parish Council: cheringtonpc.org.uk.

Cherington Village: www.cheringtonvillage.co.uk

Cotswold District Council: www.cotswold.gov.uk

Facebook: Avening
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Gilian’s Poem of the Month

September
Soft golden mists which cloak the dawn soon lift to clear blue skies,
As another bright new day is born as the sun begins to rise.
But now the days grow cooler for its Summer’s final fling,
And those sun- blessed days are numbered, as we usher Autumn in.

The days are growing shorter too, and evening comes too soon,
But just look at all the stars above, and there’s even a harvest moon!
For September is the harvest month in garden, hedge and field,
As fruits and nuts and berries, and farmer’s crops all yield.

Churches are decked with produce, and splendid flower displays,
As all the people gather to sing harvest songs of praise.
All giving thanks for Natures gifts, which feed us through the year,
And all our blessings from above, especially our harvest here.

The trees show tints of Autumn, as their leaves begin to turn,
Giving hints of what’s to come when Autumn’s fires burn.
The sun’s fierce rays now gentler grow, there may even be some rain!

As the drifting mists of gossamer fall, and Autumn comes again........
Gilian Bulmer-Davison

PETER SAVAGE

ALL FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED
GROUNDWORKS AND LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN
SEASONED FIREWOOD - LOGS & KINDLING

Tel: 01453 833239
or 07785 788335




Dates for your Diary

Come along and join in the fun at any of the events below - everyone is always welcome!
Both the Memorial Hall & Social Club can also be hired for private functions

Date Event Location Time
Thursday 3rd September Tea and Tissues Avening Church 8.30-
Y P 8 10.00am

Avening
Community Café | 10-11am
at the Social Club

ide th 10am—
Saturday 3rd October Apple Pressing Moel:;SolcrjizltHzll (1)2::

Tuesday 15th September Hope Café resumes

(#F) GEORGE  from e competion horse

\. ./ to the retired pony, we care.
Equine Vels

You can now contact us via WhatsApp

07361 586725

For Enquiries - Repeal Prescriptions - Appointments

Q 01666 826456

e horse@georgevetgroup.co.uk

o 01453 832 986

G St, Nailsworth

chin Y Goodness i
U Your local health food store

VeRs FAITHWNATURE" 3% bio®

Over 60 refill & loose products including milk, nuts &
seeds, oats & grains, pasta, orzo, cleaning products &
toiletries. Locally sourced eggs & honey.

Large range of supplements & Free health advice.




Avening and Cherington &
Churches o

e |
This month we hear from The Reverend Tracey Clements

September has that “fresh start” feeling about it, doesn’t it? School bags come out again,
shoes suddenly don’t fit, and there’s a mix of excitement and a few butterflies in the
stomach— especially for those children who are starting at a new school.

New beginnings can feel like a big step. There’s the thrill of something different, but also
the worry of the unknown: Will | make friends? Will | find my way around? Will | be okay?

This year, | realise I’'m in a similar place myself. I'll be moving to serve another church for
a while, helping during a vacancy, while still living in Vestry Cottage and staying part of
Holy Trinity Minchinhampton. It feels like a new adventure for me as a curate — and if
I’m honest, a bit daunting too!

It made me think: what would Jesus do in moments like this?

When you read the Gospels, Jesus is always on the move — meeting new people, going
to new places, stepping into the unknown. And he does it with trust, openness, and
compassion. He often tells his followers, “Do not be afraid.” Not because things won’t
feel scary at times, but because they won’t be facing them alone.

That’s something we can all hold onto this September. Whether it’s a new school, a new
role, or just a new season in life, God goes with us into it all.

So let’s keep our children — and anyone starting something new — in our prayers. May
they find courage, kindness, and a real sense of belonging. And may we all remember
that even when things feel unfamiliar, we are always in good company.

Every blessing for the weeks ahead.

'
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& 02030 Sunday 6" September
4pm

St Nicholas’ Church, Cherington, GL8 8SN

The Reverend Tracey Clements

00,

Bring your pet (big or small) to be blessed as we
celebrate our animal friends

hlhlmﬁ



Church Services

Avening Cherington

Sunday 6th September 10am Morning Prayer 4pm Pet Service

10am Patronal Festival

Sunday 13th September Holy Communion

Sunday 20th September 6pm lona Evening Prayer 10am Holy Communion

Sunday 27th September 11am Harvest Festival
Sunday 3rd October 6pm Harvest Festival
Sunday 10th October 10am Morning Prayer

Church Floodlighting

The church was floodlit on:
20 August

Happy birthday Auntie Gay Powell, we miss you every day.
Molly Dyer and family

The church looks beautiful at night when floodlit. If you would like to have this in
memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a special event, contact Nicholas Winkfield
on 07885 139275.

The cost is £10 for 2 hours.

Donations to Avening Church

Donations towards the upkeep and running of Avening

Church can be made at any time either by using the QR
code here or on the card machine just inside the church
door.
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District Councillor’s Report S&&
1 P Y
Local Plan — Critically important! An Extraordinary Council meeting was held on 12th
August to discuss the new Local Plan, and was probably the most important meeting
since | have been a councillor. Let me recap on why this 7,300-page(!) document is so
important, when we already had a perfectly good, adopted plan that meets the district's
needs — the Labour government has dictated the Cotswold District must build some
18,000 houses by 2043. The nationally protected Cotswold Landscape (previously known
as the AONB, or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) covers 80% of the district,
meaning all the development must happen in two thin ribbons at the top and bottom of
our area — locally this covers roughly Tetbury to Fairford, so approximately 9,000 homes
need to be squeezed in here. In a big change to the original draft, the bulk of
development is focussed on several ‘strategic sites’ including Cirencester and
surrounding areas, with several thousand houses planned, plus Kemble, where 1,000
homes are planned. This could mean an additional 18,000 vehicles commuting around
Cirencester and along the A417; many thousands of additional nursery and school
places required; much greater demand on already creaking health services; and a loss of
natural habitat and agriculture.

In the Grumbold’s Ash ward there is now no building requirement, and while this is
largely good news, the wider impact around the strategic sites will change the
Cotswolds for ever! The weighty document goes into some detail on the need for
associated infrastructure and provision of commercial sites to provide jobs, but there is
no guarantee of government or local funding, and developers will ALWAYS try to wriggle
out of (and are often successful) funding local facilities. So there is no guarantee the
required infrastructure will happen.

So, what is the alternative? Without an adopted plan government could impose building
where it sees fit, and developers could attempt speculative applications in unsuitable
areas; but they already do this. Would no plan and the risk of occasional development
be worse than committing to building 18,000 houses? There is an argument that the
plan will provide built communities rather than a collection of developments. | think
that just accepting the government’s numbers (which the whole council agree is
ludicrous), is reckless and commits the council, which won’t exist in 18 months, to
ruining our beautiful district. This is why | voted against the plan.

However, the vote was narrowly won, with several Lib Dems abstaining or voting
against. The plan will now go to the government inspector to be validated. This is where
you come in! There is a 6-week consultation period from 24th August where the public
can voice their views and give arguments where they think the plan is lacking, and |
would urge everyone to follow the links from the CDC website and have your say.

Councillor Tony Slater
Cotswold District Council, Representing Grumbolds Ash with Avening.
email: Tony.slater@cotswold.gov.uk Tel: 07793669930
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Tea and Tissues
Thursday September 3rd : 8:30 until 10am

The beginning of term in Avening:

When you drop off your children on that first day, come up to the church to meet
with other families from school or playgroup. Free tea, coffee and biscuits (and
croissants!) will be available, and there are tissues on every table for those
recovering from an emotional start to the day. Toys and puzzles will be set out for

younger siblings, and all will be very welcome.

Puzzle Corner
5 8 / Sudoku

916 7 Fill in the blank squares so that
each row, each column and

|3 2|5 9 each

716 3-by-3 block contain all of the

digits 1 - 9.
6 ad 9|1 9132 | 4 If you use logic you can solve
4|7 the puzzle without guesswork.

Answers on page 33

8 5 9

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sandford Trust

Small grants are available from the Sandford Trust, a charity for local young people:
going on to university or work based training. We would welcome applications from
'anyone living in the parish of Avening, on or before 11" September, after which the!
a

nnual distribution of funds will be made.

Kelly Wilkinson
Larch House
Pound Hill
Avening
Gloucestershire
GL8 8LZ




Avening Playgroup

We have had a busy time at playgroup during the summer holidays doing some much
needed maintenance work in the building as well as the playground. We were joined by
volunteers from Spirax who helped us

to: ———

T

- Dig out a path around the rear of
the playgroup and cut back the
weeds and bushes.

- Paint the playroom, which is now =
looking so much brighter

~ Build new storage shelves and i .
cupboards ot

A very big thank you to all of them for
their help. We would never have been
able to get so much done without
them! We must also say a very big
thank you to the Parish Council for their funding which has enabled us to develop a
‘forest school’ area at the rear of the playgroup for the children to enjoy. There is still a
bit more to do but we cannot wait until it is finished and we are able to use it!

@ Another big thank you goes to the Avening Church of
! England Education Fund (ACEEF) for giving us some
funding which enabled us to source and create some
much needed new storage solutions for the playroom.
This also means that most of the activities are now
much more easily accessible for all the children. The
playroom has been changed around to make it flow
more easily and to give it a more open feel.

We have also had all the bushes/trees cut right back at
the bottom of the playgroup and around the climbing
frame area, which has really made it look a lot tidier.
Thank you to Simon for sorting that.

Don’t forget that from September 2026 we will be
open 9am until 3pm on Mondays through to Thursdays
during term time. Our first day back is Thursday 3rd
September. We look forward to seeing the children and their families then.

If you would like more information about the playgroup or to place your child on our
waiting list and book a time to look around the setting, please call us on 01453 832695
(weekdays during term time) or email aveningplaygroup@gmail.com.

Angie Heslop
12



Avening A

P‘aggrc ul 'I*le Sunground, Avening

GL8 8NW
Mondays, Tuesdays,

Wednesdays & Thursdays
9am-3pm
LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
FOR AGES 2-4

Tel: 01453 832695
Email:
aveningplaygroup@gmail.com
Website:

www.avening playg roup.co.uk
Charity Registration number: 9006
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Fairtrade Fortnight 2026 21st ’

September - 4th October EAT TR ADE

. . FORTNIGHT
FAIRTRADE "Do |t Fa | r" 21 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER

The drought and failing harvests hitting British farmers this year are stark reminders of the
challenges that farmers and producers in the global south have been facing for some
years now. These are the people and communities that the Fairtrade Foundation has been
working with for over thirty years now, linking us with those who produce things we enjoy
but can’t grow here: bananas, coffee, tea, and cocoa for example.

When shopping for these things we know that if they bear the Fairtrade mark, every
product we buy supports farmers pushing for better wages and safer conditions. Fairness
starts with producers - but it’s powered by people choosing to Do it Fair.

Our choices do matter. This fairness is needed for People, Planet and Pay:

People: Behind the products we use every day are
people, farmers and workers, who deserve safe
conditions, equal opportunities, and dignity at work.
That’'s why Fairtrade is campaigning for
governments to demand better from business, so
people’s rights are protected everywhere, not just
where companies choose to act. Fairtrade is
spotlighting the farmers and workers behind F&
everyday products and showing why safe working wt |
conditions, equal opportunities and access to
education must be non-negotiables across global

supply chains. » apart, farmers are =
grappling with the same [

Planet: Some of the products we use every day,
from coffee to bananas, are already under threat as
a result of the climate crisis and so are the
livelihoods of the people who produce them. Just
as we are beginning to see here, farmers are facing increasingly unpredictable weather,
failing harvests and rising costs, often without the support they need to adapt. And they
are being forced to shoulder the burden of a crisis they did little to create.

Pay: Fair pay means making sure the people who grow and make the things we buy earn a
decent, steady income. It’s about dignity, stability and being able to plan for the future —
and that’s the core of fair pay. Many farmers are still paid less than it costs to produce
their crops. Fairtrade tackles this with Minimum Prices and the Fairtrade Premium, giving
farmers protection when markets drop and helping build stronger communities.

Come and learn more about at Tuesday 22" September Avening Community Café, see
examples of easily available Fairtrade products and even sample some!
Jennie South
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Custom Envelopes, Packaging,

Mini Guides, Booklets, Boxes,
Signs, Labels & Much More...

. lNTERS Ltd

[ [STROUDPRINT

Supporting the

&

WOODLAND

www.wheatleyprinters.co.uk 01453 731001
Units C1- C5 Phoenix Trading Estate, London Road, Stroud, Glos GL5 2BX




COPES

PEST CONTROL

Professional, reliable and effective service

RSPH Level 2 certified

www.ecopestcontroller.com
www.facebook.com/ecopestcontroller

will@ecopestcontroller.com or 07918587473

Re 07826838273
@ Based in Avening

9 20+ years of experience

HOME IMPROVEMENTS Ltd 0 Mike Hulme Homz
Improvements Lt

General Building Services

General repairs - Home improvements - Modernisation -
Renovation - Structural alteration - Open plan living - Conversion
- Wall and floor tiling - Drainage work & repairs - Garden paving -
Patio - Fencing & wall repairs or replacements

Bathroom and Kitchen Solutions

Total Replacement or refurbishment - Repairs & replacement of
goods - Ensuite /Cloakroom/Wetroom creation - Walk in showers -

accessibility projects
Call Mike on 07826838273
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Avening Community Café

Enjoy good company, crafts, delicious home-made cakes and a drink at your
Community Café

Every Tuesday morning in the Social Club from 9 - 12 am.
Mobile Post Office on site from 9:30 — 11:30.

It was nice to welcome families during the summer
holidays and see children participate in craft and art |
sessions. Thank you to those children who dressed up to
celebrate international Cat Day. We also had a change of
venue to the Memorial Hall for one week due to water
issues at the Social Club. This was a great team effort to
move the Café and Art lesson to the Hall and was well #*
attended.

The Café will again be supporting the national MacMillan §
coffee morning on 29 September when we will donate all §
profits to the charity. Please note there will not be any
Art on 15 September.

Summer Art!
September Dates
1st Art with Mark (£3 each, all materials supplied)
8th Chill-Out Tuesday! — Parents drop-in after children return to school

15th No Art this week Hope Clinic in lounge (see separate publicity)
22nd Theme: Fair Trade with Jennie South

29th MacMillan Coffee morning

6th Oct Art with Mark returns

John Hetterley
For Avening Community Café

A Bite to Eat? l )
Afternoon Tea, Christening Party or other social event ? %
~ -

Arranging a Group Lunch,

Avening WI ‘Bite to Eat’ scheme may be able to assist with
your catering needs.

We can provide and serve a selection of freshly prepared sandwiches, scones and
cakes; a fork or finger buffet; or a two course meal.

For prices and any further details :
Please telephone Liz on 01453 833803 or e-mail lizknowles@hotmail.co.uk
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Down Memory Lane

This house, [possibly the Parish
Rooms, were on the corner of
Tetbury Hill and the High Street,
opposite the Queen Matilda, known
as The Cross. They were pulled
down and the pavement outside
what was the’ Top Shop’ was
widened after a fatal accident on
the corner in the early 1900s. Can
anyone tell us the date? Apparently,
the building itself was not unsafe,
but it caused the road to be unsafe.

Many thanks to Margaret Barton
and Kathleen Lindsay (former Editor
of The Villager), via Elizabeth
Buchanan, for this photo.

Letter to the Editors

Dear Editors,

Sitting out during these warm summer evenings, it has been a delight to watch the
swifts’ aerial displays. There have been many more of them this year, in all
likelihood because of Alan Watson’s efforts to provide extra accessible nesting for
them. Many thanks, Alan.

Our own efforts to provide nesting boxes have been farcical up to now as the birds
much prefer to burrow through our brickwork and settle in the loft, but at last a
pair of blue tits have made use of a box, and we watch with amazement their
marathon feeding sessions.

Whilst we seem to have lost the various finches who used to visit our feeders
regularly, encouragingly the Merlin app shows that there are many different species
settled in the Avening neighbourhood, even if some are hard to spot. | do hope
more villagers will be encouraged to provide nesting boxes as a result of Alan’s
article.

Roger Lindley
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NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES FOR SELF EMPLOYED AND
LIMITED COMPANIES

Self-Assessment Tax Returns
Accounts Preparation For Small Businesses
Company Accounts
Business Start Ups & Company Formations
VAT Returns and Tax Planning

For a competitive quote telephone Emma

01453 835050
TOWN HALL NAILSWORTH

CHORLEY'S AUCTIONEERS
Cotswolds Heritage since 1862
———— - »
- }}i
N o » Complimentary & Friendly
sl | ¥ p Auction Valuations
/ g. o - Monthly Auctions of Art & Antiques
& h !». o Probate & Insurance Valuations
G
el Contact us today for your valuation
Sold for £8,000

A 20th Century 'toi et moi' diamond ring

01452 344499 |info@chorleys.com | chorleys.com
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S Woodman
Garden Services

General Gardening
Grass Cutting ~ Hedge Cutting
Tree Cutting ~ Fruit Tree Pruning
General Ground Clearance
Good Rates / O.A.P Discount

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744 Mobile: 07814206803

Hope Cafe

Tuesday 15th September
Avening Social Club 10.00-11.00am

For all chronic pain/symptom sufferers -‘where nothing works’ eg:
ongoing body painn(back, neck, head etc), vertigo, fibromyalgia, burning
mouth etc.

Run by Physiotherapist Cas BW and retired GP Anne-Marie Marlow
Please contact Cas for more details 07900472999

0.L.Cottle
Family Business

Hand Carved Memorials : Cremation Plaques

Additional Inscriptions : Renovations and Cleaning
All Types of Stonework
Tel: 01453 762877
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire
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NEED HELp w
ITH TH
COST OF LEARNING;E

‘.;‘l-'UNDlNG CAN SUPPORT
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v Bus Passes & Transport

: ¥’ Uniform & Equipment

24 Computers & Laptops
V' Course Materials

Music Lessons

0 ‘/Educaﬁonal Trips

: Q ' : oooAND MUCH MORE
—

THINK YOU WON'T QUALIFY? .
THINK AGAIN. [m] gEn [m]

The fund isn’t just for people on low incomes. If you're under

25, are in education and live in Avening, you are welcome to E
apply. Funding can help with School, College or University.

VISIT WWW.ACEEF.ORG.UK TO APPLY APPLY NOW

Avening Church of England Education Fund - Open to young people in Avening under 25, whether or not you attend church.
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Painting, Decorating
& Garden Services _¢T’L Z,

Painting & decorating « Fixtures & fittings
Bespoke shelving « House maintenance

= A A NS KA HH A SH KA AN ORI

Lawn mowing « Hedge trimming « Pruning
Driveway & patio jet washing « Planting

Landscaping « General garden & pond maintenance 'IVICE"‘*

Quality finishing « Creative ideas « Friendly service « Fully insured

Call Sam on 07533 002946 or email hattlldonicely@gmail.com Q

TELEPHONE
01666 503632

EMAIL
info@indplumbingandheating.co.uk

WEBSITE

www.indplumbingandheating.co.uk
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AVENING CLUB
S S S S E S S SESEESNENEEEES
H is for HAWK
Wednesday 30"
September 2026

Doors open 7pm - Film
starts 7.30pm
Interval halfway

Please feel free to bring
refreshments

AVENING MEMORIAL HALL
Admission £7

(Y:'}.(.xv.uml:- Foy Brendan Gleeson
i HAW K
FOR

Cas Boddam-Whetham RCT SIRPA Practitioner
Physiotherapist

Craniosacral Therapist

50 years experience in the diagnosis, treatment and management of

musculoskeletal and stress related chronic pain.
Pay as you can

Nags Head, Avening
Telephone: 07900472999
Website: www.casbw.co.uk
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theWI Avening WI

INSPIRING WOMEN

In spite of the hot weather for AWI it’s been business as usual.

A small group enjoyed a leisurely walk along the canal towpath from Brimscombe to
Bowbridge and back. The most memorable moment was when the two, normally
obedient dogs, jumped into the canal where they couldn’t get out again! Liz and | got
thoroughly drenched...twice!.... as we hauled them out, much to the amusement of the
rest of the group! We rounded off the morning with lunch at The Long Table.

In late July, on yet another scorching hot
summer’s day, a large group of WI
members and friends visited Chavenage
House which is still in private ownership
of the Lowsley-Williams family who
bought the house and estate in 1891.
Only two families have owned
Chavenage over 6 centuries. Caroline
Lowsley-Williams welcomed our group
and gave a brief history of the house in
her inimitable style, which was then
expanded on by the guides who took us
round the house starting in the main hall :
with its minstrel’s gallery. In one of the
drawing rooms where we were invited to E 4
sit, everyone avoided sitting on a sofa
which had an entire tiger skin, with
terrifying teeth, draped over the back!
We strolled around the beautiful but very
parched garden, where there was an 3
amazing view right across to the

Marlborough Downs without a single building in sight. After the tour we went into the
ballroom where we enjoyed tea and scones baked by another member of the family.

Our ‘Bite to Eat’ team catered for a wake and also provided a very well received
afternoon tea for a large Ramblers’ group. We were delighted to be asked to provide
afternoon tea for Sam and Laura’s wedding. Liz, ably assisted by Helen and Soo,
planned everything to the last detail, with more members baking and providing help on
the day. The setting was perfect, the marquee looked amazing and we couldn’t have
fitted any more food on the cake stands! It was a privilege to be part of such a lovely,
country wedding and we all really enjoyed ourselves.

On a very hot, sunny afternoon, a small group of us gathered for the Summer Social.
We were entertained by Frances Fry, a very talented West End musical theatre
performer and singer. Her West End credits include Oliver and Les Miserable (where
she played Cosette). Her programme was titled ‘Music, Musicals and Me’. Frances went
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through the story of her
career, including
helping to establish
Westenders as a
company providing
entertainment for
corporate events, and
doing performances,
talks and cruises. She
included songs such as
Downtown, Do Re Mj, |
Dreamed a Dream,
Elton John, and many |
more, ending
appropriately with
Thank you for the Music. We then enjoyed some lovely homemade cakes and tea and
squash, with lots of chat. A very enjoyable HOT afternoon was had by all.

Coming up...The book group will be discussing ‘When the Cranes Fly South’ by Lisa
Ridzen. The Wysis Way walkers, having postponed stage 3 because of the heat, will be
walking from Ruardean to north of Mitcheldean. The theatre group have booked to
see ‘Yes, Prime Minister’ at the Barn Theatre. We have a workshop arranged to make
property bags for patients to take home their belongings when they leave hospital,
and syringe driver bags for those who need them.

At our September monthly meeting Cas Boddam-Whetham, a member of AWI, will be
introducing the documentary film about her father. 'Burkitt' is a film about Denis
Burkitt, the Irish surgeon, who during his lifetime was responsible for two major
contributions to medical science that still have global significance today. Burkitt’s
lymphoma is a cancer of the lymphatic system named after him; he first described the
disease in 1958 while working in equatorial Africa.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall on the second Thursday of the month.
Visitors and prospective members are very welcome to attend.
Bridget Seward

Avening Village Notice Board

The village notice board, on the side of the Memorial Hall, is a good way of
publicising village events and items of local information. Posters, ideally size A4 or
A5, can be put up for you on this board. They can be delivered to John and Sandra
Hetterley, 2, Orchard Field or given to them directly. They will be taken down once
they are out of date. Other posters may be removed and recycled once they are
faded or to make space for others.
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Cherington 2026

It has been a strange year so far in Cherington. It began, as any year normally does and
we all looked forward to the summer and the rain stopping — how little did we know.

Then we learned that our Parish Council Clerk, Babs Malony, was not at all well and very
sadly she died in June. She was a remarkable lady who looked after the Cherington as
well as Sapperton PC. She knew what had to be done and never held back from making
sure we all knew. The great thing was that everything got done properly and with a
smile. The trouble now, is that we are all having to learn what to do. She will be vey
much missed. We are now looking for new Parish Clerk to replace her, if we can.

The next issue raised its head in January as there was no committee to run the
enormously successful Cherington Show. Zac Curtis who had run the show for a few
years aided by Kate and Roger Gegg, Helen DiMauro and Rutger Gill, had all decided it
was time for others to take on the baton. Zac was moving out of the village and Kate
and Roger had done it for many years so it fell to the Parish Council to try and pick up
the baton as the Show is such an integral part of Cherington. This change did not start
well as the date we set had to be changed and poor Kate, who thought she was off the
hook, also happened to be on the Parish Council. Rutger agreed to continue as
Treasurer so we were up and running other than that the new Parish Council committee
bar Kate had not a clue what was needed, and when it had to be done by. Kevin
McMahon took over the logistics, a daunting task of sorting out all the tables, chairs
signs and sorting out teams to set and put down for the day. Henry and Kitty Arden
generously gave their farm as always for stalls teas, art show etc.

The Villagers fell in to line and offered all the normal support to run stalls, although a
few had booked holidays before the date change. | was staggered by the number of
cakes and cups of tea devoured through the afternoon let alone the number of cakes
made and sold. The Vicar was asked to help with the Bottle stall and did a great job. |
was amused by one resident when asked if they might help said there was little option
as the dictatorship had to be obeyed. Kate and | corresponded for months with
hundreds of emails and early morning meetings to get the background work sorted out.
What a joy it was to have a village who wanted to help and did their bit to make the
show that nearly did not happen, a great success again. Zac, although not in the village,
continued with the social media work which is so important in the present day and
saved us all a lot of embarrassment, as | had not a clue how to do any of it.

My thanks must go to all the Cherington residents and some from nearby who helped
so much with moving tables and setting up the stalls, running stalls, donating cakes, Bric
a Brac, clothes, raffle prizes, bottles. Everything at the Cherington Show is made,
donated or baked by our residents. We had a great pre-show supper on the Saturday
evening attended by around 60 locals which was a good way to get everyone ready for
the work on the Sunday but also a way for our new residents to meet their neighbours.
Having never attended the wash-up supper on the Sunday night | found it rather
relaxing after the hard work of the day to relax, sit back and congratulate ourselves on a
job well done.
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We were so pleased on the day to be joined by the actor F558
Tim Mcinnery of Blackadder, Notting Hill, Game of Thrones
fame who presented the Horticultural, Cookery and Craft
Winners Cups much to the delight of the winners.

| suppose the next Village event is Harvest Festival which
with the summer we have had was not all that good and
mainly finished by the end of July. But blackberries are ripe
and there are lots of Sloes in the hedgerows so we can
make some delicious Sloe gin for the colder nights in
December and January.

We have a Show Wrap Up meeting on Saturday 12th
September 6 pm in the Village Hall to do the financial
reckoning, and set a date for next year’s Show.

Mike Mitchell Chair Cherington Parish Council

Annual Village Apple Pressing—Saturday 3rd October

Always a popular event, apple pressing returns on g ‘./ N
Saturday 3rd October. .

Bring your apples down to outside the Memorial Hall
between 10am and 1 pm and have them pressed. / k
Please bring containers to take your juice home

Medical Charity
Diagnosis * Research + Education

As the days turn cooler, we’re looking
ahead to some exciting events later in the
year.

@ Cobalt

Friday 11 September — Coffee Morning at Linton House, 10am-12 noon

Please join us for our annual coffee morning at Linton House, where you can also
buy our Cobalt Christmas cards. No booking required. Please note, there is no park-
ing at Linton House.

Cobalt Christmas Cards are available online, at Linton House and later on in the
year at normal Cobalt Card stockists.
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f% Letter from Roz Savage MP .‘@"

September in Avening
September in Avening comes after a summer that reminded me, more than once,
how much this corner of the Cotswolds has going on right on its own doorstep.

Avening sits within the Cotswolds National Landscape, and that designation matters
more than ever this summer. | have been following closely the debates around
planning, development, and landscape protection that affect this part of south
Gloucestershire, and | want to be clear about where | stand. The Cotswolds National
Landscape is not a brake on progress, it is a recognition that this is a place of
exceptional character that has been shaped over centuries and deserves to be treated
with care. That means scrutinising development proposals carefully, ensuring that the
cumulative impact of change is taken seriously, and pressing for nature recovery
strategies that translate into real improvement on the ground; in the hedgerows, the
field margins, and the watercourses that run through villages like this one. | do this
through my work on the Environmental Audit Select Committee in Parliament, and |
take it seriously.

GP access is the issue | hear most consistently from residents in Avening. The nearest
surgeries are in Nailsworth and Tetbury, both under pressure, and the gap between
the number of patients and the capacity to see them is real and growing. | met a GP
from Watermoor Point surgery in Cirencester during my Summer Tour in late July for
a frank conversation about exactly these pressures. What she described matches
what residents tell me: the system is stretched, and rural communities feel it acutely. |
will continue pressing NHS commissioners on what they are actually doing to improve
rural access, and | would always welcome hearing directly from residents who have
had difficulty getting a timely appointment.

Road safety on the lanes around Avening is a further concern | hear regularly. The
speeds at which vehicles travel through small villages and along narrow connecting
roads represent a genuine hazard, and the feeling that highways authorities treat
rural road safety as a lower priority is one | am working to challenge. If you have a
specific concern about a road near you, please do get in touch and | will take it up
with Gloucestershire County Council's highways team.

If you have a concern to raise or simply want to say hello, please do come to one of
my surgeries or get in touch.
Warm wishes,
Roz Savage MP, South Cotswolds
Email: roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk | Call: 01285 300555
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K h &
join us to celebrate

.‘ HARVEST
% FESTIVAL

\ Holy Cross, Avening
11am on Sunday 27"
September
followed by bring-
and-share lunch

St Nicholas,
Cherington

6pm on Saturday 3"
October




Q: | hired a company to install concrete

citizens Stroud fencing and a gate in my back garden. The

& Cotswold litv of th Ki 4 th ¢

Districts quality o e work is poor an e gate
doesn’t shut properly. What can | do?

advice

When you put your trust in a trader and the work
doesn’t meet your expectations it can be frustrating. If a trader hasn’t done a good
job with ‘reasonable care and skill’, the Consumer Rights Act 2015 entitles you to ask
for the problem to be fixed or receive a refund.

Evidence is important. Take photos and make notes about what happened and when,
including times and dates, and keep receipts or other proof of payment.

People can experience different types of problems with traders, and there is specific
advice available on the Citizens Advice website depending on the issue.

When you contact the trader, explain the problem clearly and provide your evidence.
They should fix it within a reasonable amount of time and without causing you too
much inconvenience. The law doesn’t define exactly what is reasonable, so you'll
need to agree this with them.

If they can’t or won’t fix the problem, you can ask for a partial or full refund,
depending on how bad the issue is. It’s a good idea to suggest an amount and explain
why you think it’s reasonable. Once a refund has been agreed, it should be paid
within 14 days.

If you can’t reach an agreement, there are other options. If you paid by card, you
maybe able to complain to your card provider. If the trader is a member of a trade
association or quality scheme, this might help to take your complaint further, or you
may be able to use an alternative dispute resolution (ADR) scheme. If you’ve tried
various things and the complaint remains unresolved, you may be able to complain to
the Financial Ombudsman Service.

Anyone experiencing problems with building work, decorating or home
improvements can contact the national Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808
223 1133 for advice and support from a trained adviser.

Citizens Advice helps with a range of issues. For information and self-help guidance,
visit citizensadvice.org.uk. To speak to a local adviser in the Stroud and Cotswold
Districts, visit citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk to complete our webform or
call us on 0808 800 0510
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One to one tuition for Key Stage 3, GCSE or
A-level English Language or English Literature.

Tuition from a teacher of 20 years' experience,
currently working as Head of Department

and GCSE Examiner.

..........................................................................................

@ Avening, Tetbury, Minchinhampton ‘ Contact:
and Nailsworth. pds_english@outlook.com

Fred Stevens
Funeral Directors

We give immediate attention — 24 hours
Traditional and contemporary styled
funerals arranged
Individual, flexible approach
Well established, family-owned company with highly
experienced staff
Newmarket Road, Nailsworth, Gloucestershire GL6 0DQ

telephone 01453 832188
email@fredstevens.co.uk www.fredstevens.co.uk

Hire a lucky sweep

CH I M"’ CHERUO for your wedding:

PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SERVICES

" "
« Woodburners, open fires, Agas etc ¢ CCTv mspectlonsd :)(;55320233 i
ber of the Institute of Chimney + Blockages remove | —
i o Safety certificates ied  chimcheroonailsworth®gmet.
Sweeps
o Fully insured + No mess
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Avening Parish Council

~A\‘ENING 2

The Parish Council did not meet in August because of the summer recess. The next
meeting will be on September 9th.

The Agenda and minutes of the last parish council meeting can be viewed at
www.avening-pc.gov.uk. The Parish Clerk can be contacted via email:
parishclerk@avening-pc.gov.uk

(TETBURY GOODS SHED )

A RTSS CENTRE

SEPTEMBER
Sept 4 Alfie Moore — Radio Warm Up: Alfie returns with a fun-filled interactive show

ahead of recording Series 10 of his hit comedy radio show. The audience will be

asked to imagine dealing with a real life scenario. Tickets £22. 8pm

Sept 14 Charlotte Aitken Exhibition: Join this talented artist for an open evening to view
her latest exhibition. Admission free. 6-7.30pm

Sept 16 An Evening with Jack The Ripper: Broadcaster Steve Morgan, who runs Ripper
Walks in London’s East End, delves into the sordid realms of Victorian London to
unmask the murderer. Tickets £18. 7.30

Sept 19 Very Santana: Join a musical time travel into the work of Carlos Santana and his
beautiful guitar melodies with a talented group of musicians who specialise in his
songs. Tickets £24. 7.30

Sept 20 Jeneba Kanneh-Mason piano concert: The third of the Kanneh-Mason family to
establish herself as a soloist, Jeneba will be playing music by Scarlatti, Mozart and
Chopin. Tickets £30 7pm

Sept 7 Tetbury Wool Industry — a guided walk: Join Jane Haines from the History of
Tetbury Society for a fascinating walk tracing the industry which once made Tetbury
one of the wealthiest in the region. Tickets £5 2pm

For more details of our other events including film, talks, exhibitions, and
afternoon tea concerts and to book tickets visit our website:
www.tetburygoodsshed.co.uk

TONY’S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHTS
THE BELL, AVENING
1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

£2 A PLAYER: A MAXIMUM OF 4 PLAYERS PER TEAM
ALL PROCEEDS TO THE COBALT APPEAL, CHELTENHAM
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Coach House Tutors

Specialist 11+ Tuition for the NEW
Grammar School Exam

Ros and Claire are ready to teach the new
FSCE 11+ exam for Marling, Stroud High
School and the other Gloucestershire {
grammar schools. l

l

One-to-one tuition in personin
Nailsworth or Oakridge.

www.facebook.com/coachhousetutors
learn@coachhousetutors.co.uk g

Claire 01453 834153 e
Puzzle Answers °
11528 |9|4)7|6|3 ®
8(4|o)e|3|7]2|1]|5 ®
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JOINERY
LM 10 E 12
Windows
DOOTrS

Conservatories
Bifold Doors
Stairs

1453 755007

info@gkjoinery.com
gkjoinery.com

Home Visits: | come to you for your convenience.

Services : Computer repairs & upgrades
Computer health checkups
Plain speaking tuition
Wi-Fi problems
Advice & Help
Tech support
Easy backup

Computer or Tablet Problem? Struggling with Technology?

Knowledgeable : 20 years in business in the Stroud area.
Tailored Support: One-on-one help tailored to your needs.
Easy Learning: Simple explanations and step-by-step guides.

Google

5 star rating

Matt Hughes
07740 167318

£45ph Est.2003
Based in Stroud

See my hints & tips
at pcprop.com




Regular Activities in the Villages

Would organisers please let us know if there are any changes or additions to these events

Event Day Time Where Contact
.00- ingsilverband
Avening Silver Band Monday 7.00 Memorial Hall aven.mg5| verband@
9.00pm gmail.com
Avening Church bell Monda 7.30- Church bell Andrew Lelliott
ringing y 9.00pm tower 07726 345516
. . 9.00am - . Gill Adams 07826
Community Café Tuesday noon Social Club 591759
. . 9.30- Social Club
Mobile Post Office Tuesday 11.30am car park
. Tuesday bi- Cherington
Cherington PC monthly 6.00pm Village hall
: . 8.00-9.30 . Social Club
Line Dancing Tuesday om Social Club 01453 833760
Avening 6.00 - Holy Cross
Churchyard tidy up Wednesday 7.00pm churchyard Churchwardens
2nd
. . Shani Baker
Avening PC Wednesday 7.30pm Memorial Hall 07415 039234
each month
Avening Cinema Last avening
& Wednesday 7.30pm Memorial Hall cinemaclub
Club .
each month @gmail.com
. 2nd Thursday Social Club/ Liz
Avening W.I. eachmonth | 739%™ | Memorial Hall | 01453 833803
. ] . . 5.00-
Fledglings for pre Fridays c.lurmg 00 School Garden |  Avening School
schoolers term time 3.00pm
Fun Skittles Last Saturday 7.30 Social Club
each month
KNEAD Mobile Last Saturday 9.45 - Memorial Hall
Bakery each month 10.30am
. . 1st Saturday
Charity Quiz cach month 8.00pm The Bell
Derrick Pi
Avening Singers Sunday 4.00pm tba errick rierce

01453 835090
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Approved Garage

Proud to be an
RAC approved Garage

Choosing the right garage isn’t always easy, you
want to know your vehicle is in safe hands, the
work is being carried out properly, and you’re
getting honest advice from people you can trust.

At Auto bodytech, being RAC approved, means you
can book with confidence, with honest pricing,
quality workmanship, and exceptional customer
service.

A

AR

Honest Quality Exceptional
Pricing Workmanship Customer
Service

We combine main-dealer expertise with friendly,
local service, helping keep your vehicle safe,
reliable and ready for the road.

01453 832871 ”~

auto-bodytech.co.uk

Service Auto

Tech Bodytech

Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Nailsworth, GLS5 SEY
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Day Centre & Social Club -
e Home cooked lunch plus teas/
coffees

e Group activities, craft sessions
and companionship

Home Care Services

e Help with Personal & Domestic

tasks, Sitting Service | e S
e Meals on Wheels locally
Nursing Home HOl‘SfaI]
e General & Specialist Dementia House
Nursing
e Registered Nurses on duty 24 For more information please
hours a day contact us on 01453 731 227 for
* Free and Pre-arranged Respite  an Information Pack or go to:

Care available all year round www.horsfallhouse.co.uk

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal, Minchinhampton Centre for the Elderly, Registered Charity No: 287479

MINCHINHAMPTON oo

SPORTILY FITNESS HUB

Welcome to our community gym. Join us for feel-good
fitness that’s all about fun, friendship and real results.

Try small group classes, weightlifting, boxercise and yoga,
with support from a theraplst and nutritionist to boost your
wellbeing. Discover a community that cheers you on every
step of the way.

Scan the QR code or head to our website to find out more.

Run by Christians. Open to all.

Scan me .“_
We bring the energy that gets you moving. 1 r
Discover activities near you at ~

sportily.org.uk pOf h, y
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