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July 2021.
One of the pleasures of this summer has been the opportunity to enjoy not only
our own beautiful gardens, but visits to surrounding villages with their open
gardens weekends, such as was put on recently in Minchinhampton. Having been
limited as to what we can do for a long period the excitement of an ‘outing’,
however simple, cannot be overestimated – and they can also raise much needed
cash for charities.
All of us were happy to welcome the return of the pop-up Community Café held
just outside the Social Club. The coffee mornings in people’s gardens have been
such a success, but it is exciting to return to something like normality. We continue
to appreciate all the Committee has done in recent months and thank them in
advance for what we know they will achieve next.
By the time you read this, our Sunday of Serendipity will be over. The weather
wasn’t the kindest but, as last year, the event brought the happiness of once again
sharing in the amazing spirit of creativity and friendship that exists in our villages.
Congratulations to everyone who helped make this such a fun event.

Finally, don’t forget to read the WI article in this month’s edition, which describes
the excitement of the recent visit to Gatcombe, where the Princess Royal kindly
hosted the Birthday tea party, celebrating our WI’s 90th birthday.
The Villager Editors

The Villager Magazine
Editors

Jane Archer (07812 137161), Frances Conway (01453 832177)
and Derrick Pierce (01453 835090).
Advertising editors@villagermag.online Gwyneth Simpson 01453 836556
Deliveries Cas Boddam-Whetham 01453 834834
Deadline
18th of each month
Read online at www.avening-pc.gov.uk

Photographs in The Villager Magazine
Many thanks to Bernadette Anderson for the photo of buttercups in the
Ledgemoor Valley on the front cover of this month’s Villager.
Keep sending us your photographs, especially since all the images will be in
colour in the downloadable version of the Magazine.
editors@villagermag.online
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Cherington Show Update
As the lockdown lifts, confidence grows
that we really will have our Cherington
Show this year, albeit on the slightly later
date of Sunday 19 September. Excitement
is building and we are making plans and a
few tweaks to suit the new time of year.
Anyone keen to start sowing (or indeed sewing!) ahead of our popular
competitions might want to include kale, chard, leeks and
sweetcorn this year… Lance Vick, who was chairman of the
Tetbury Show for 40 years, and has many years' experience of
growing vegetables and flowers, has kindly agreed to judge our
Horticulture once again.
The show will once again be preceded by our popular BBQ and
all the usual stalls and games will be in place along with one or
two new additions including children’s toys, books and games.
Anyone wanting more information on the show or its
competitions please email cheringtonshow@gmail.com

My Eden
Gardening Services
Maintenance

Renovation

Landscaping

Call Michael for rates and availability
Mike021@btinternet.com 07568 688580
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Regular Activities in the Villages
Items struck through are temporarily suspended.
Would organisers please let us know when they restart.

Event

Day

Time

Where

Contact

Line Dancing

Monday

7.30 9.30pm

Social Club

Social Club
01453 833760

Community Café
Outdoor Popup

Tuesday

10.00 11.30am

Social Club

Gill Adams
07826 291759

Churchyard tidy
up

Tuesday

6.00 7.00pm

Holy Cross
churchyard

Rev. Gerald
01453 883456

Mobile Post
Office

Tuesday

Cherington PC

Tuesday bi-monthly

6.00pm

Zoom

Richard Smith

Bell Ringing

Tuesday

7.30 9.00pm

Church Bell
Tower

Andrew
01453 835783

Line Dancing

Tuesday

8.00 10.00pm

Social Club

Social Club
01453 833760

Avening Youth
Club

Every Tuesday in
term time

6.00 7.30pm

Avening
church

Rev. Gerald
01453 883456

Over 60s Lunch
Club

1st Wednesday
each month

12.30pm

Social Club

Christine
01453 833246

Avening Cinema
Club

1st Thursday each
month

7.30pm

Memorial Hall

Katy
07806 614753

Avening W.I.

2nd Thursday each
month

7.30pm

Memorial Hall

Liz
01453 833803

Avening PC

3rd Wednesday
each month

7.30pm

Zoom

Shani Baker
07415 039234

Summer Skittles

Friday

8.00pm

Social club

Derrick Ind
01453 835752

Charity Quiz

1st Saturday each
month

8.00pm

The Bell

Avening Angels
Choir

Sunday

4.30pm

Avening
Church

10.30am - Social Club car
12.30pm
park
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Derrick Pierce
01453 835090

Contacts for the Villages
Avening and Cherington Priest

Revd. Gerald South

01453 883456

Avening & Cherington Churches Reader Derrick Pierce

01453 835090

Avening & Cherington Cricket Club

Derrick Ind

01453 835752

Avening Angels

Derrick Pierce

01453 835090

Avening Baby & Toddler group

Katy Upton

07806 614753

Avening Bell Tower Captain

Andrew Lelliott

01453 835783

Avening Church Churchwardens

Elizabeth Buchanan
Elizabeth Fuller

01453 833016
01453 835067

Avening Church Flower Team

Doreen Pierce

01453 835090

Avening Church Organist

Colin Chambers

01666 880026

Avening Church PCC Treasurer

Nicholas Winkfield

07885 139275

Avening Cinema Club

Katy Upton

07806 614753

Avening Community Cafė

Gill Adams

07826 291759

Avening Community Orchard

Phoebe Carter

pklc1@hotmail.com

Avening History Project

Jean Chatelain

01453 834713

Avening Memorial Hall

07583 073604

Avening Oil Coordinator

Frances Lindley

01453 835115

Avening Parish Council Clerk

Shani Baker

07415 039234

Avening Playgroup

Angie Heslop

01453 832695

Avening Primary School

Jane Rushton

01453 833191

Avening Silver Band

Jim Hill

01453 834438

Avening Social Club

Derrick Ind

01453 835752
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Avening Youth Club

Revd. Gerald South
The Door

01453 883456
01453 756745

Cherington Village Hall

Camilla Trotter

07545 054160

Cherington Parish Council Clerk Richard Smith
Cherington Church
Churchwardens

Cheringtonparishcouncil
@yahoo.co.uk

John Bate-Williams
Helen di Mauro

01666 503544
07796 937268

Cherington Church Flower Team Elizabeth Workman

01285 841294

Cherington Church Organist

Elizabeth Workman

01285 841294

Cherington Church PCC
Secretary

Elizabeth Workman

01285 841294

Cherington Church PCC
Treasurer

Paul Cable

Community Cafė Crop Swap

Chandy Rodgers

Cotswold District Councillor

Richard Morgan

Friends of Avening School

Nicky Dill

01453 833191

Over 60s Lunch Club

Christine Howell

01453 833246

cabes50@yahoo.co.uk
Chandra.rodgers65@
gmail.com 07734 971211

South Cotswold Community
Wellbeing Agent
Stroud Hospital

01452 528491
Reception

Tetbury Hospital
Women’s Institute

0300 421 8080
01666 502336

Liz Knowles

01453 833803

VILLAGE & AREA WEB SITES
Avening Parish Council: www.avening-pc.gov.uk
Avening Church: www.aveningchurch.info
Cherington Parish Council: cheringtonpc.org.uk.
Cherington Village: www.cheringtonvillage.co.uk
Cotswold District Council: www.cotswold.gov.uk
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Letter From Avening Parish
Council Leader
Hello to everyone in Avening – I now find myself as the Chairman of Avening Parish
Council and look forward to acting on your behalf in continuing the positive
progress of this special village.
Firstly, let me pay tribute to our departing Chairman Tony Slater – you will have
seen in last months’ Villager he had written his own ‘au revoir’. I cannot state too
strongly how much Tony has worked tirelessly on behalf of the village over his 6
years as Chairman and before that as one of the councillors. We all owe him a
round of applause and our thanks. Tony has agreed to stay on as a councillor for the
foreseeable future (he says 9 months but we have discussed 12 months) which
gives essential continuity within the parish council. David Bendall continues as Vice
Chairman, enabling him to contribute to what I hope will be a seamless transition of
duties.
I am conscious that very few people in Avening will know me – so a bit of history. I
was born in Bath and brought up in village life in the Chew Valley, just south of
Bristol. I moved to Nailsworth in January 1976 and from there moved to Avening 12
years ago. My career has been in Sales and Marketing, primarily in the Tobacco and
Food industries; in recent years and currently, I moved full time into my hobby of
property development combined with overseeing our Care Home in Nailsworth;
this is run as a residential home for adults with learning disabilities. Having travelled
extensively in the British Isles over my working life, and being a traditional ‘village
and country boy’ at heart, I truly appreciate the privileged surroundings Avening
enjoys and will endeavour together with the Parish Council to maintain and
improve this locality’s environment.

It always seems the case that progress can be slow and ambition stifled by events
or budgets beyond our control in the Parish Council arena. Mostly everything
comes down to ‘Time and Money’– usually too little of both. We have ambitions for
Avening, top of which includes improving the Playing Field, updating the Memorial
Hall, and don’t forget the Zip Wire – John Hetterley will be pleased to accept
ongoing contributions; any excess funds will be used for other new play items such
as slides or tables and benches for family use. Thank you, John, for your continued
dedication to this project. Every effort is being made to get the Zip Wire in place for
the school holidays
As you will see on the Parish website we have made some structural changes within
the Parish Council; whereby specific responsibilities will be headed up by individual
or groups of Councillors. These are:
Playing Field Committee :- Richard King, Christine Howell, John Hetterley
Stephanie Hamilton :- Church Liaision
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Tony Slater :- IT & Website support, Highways & Environmental Issues
Craig Forster:- Health Matters
David Bendal :- Avening School Liaison
Patrick Mulligan
Chairman of Avening Parish Council
For Covid assistance contact Covid19@avening-pc.gov.uk or call 07415 039234

Avening Mobile Post Office
Avening Social Club Car Park
Open every Tuesday 10.30 am til 12.30, although they usually have to be packing up
by 12.15 ready for departure.
The Mobile Post Office is fully equipped with a tail lift ideal for wheelchair or
mobility scooter use. Carole and Eric could not be more helpful and welcoming so
do save up your Post Office errands and pop in and see them. They also stock a
selection of greeting cards and other handy household items – we are so lucky to
have this weekly opportunity on our doorstep
SOME OF THE THINGS YOU CAN DO
On the van you can generally do all the things that can be done at a normal Post
Office branch (with only a few exceptions).
Mails: They accept all the usual mails: domestic and international, signed for,
special delivery, tracked, including both Royal Mail and Parcelforce. And of course
they have stamps!
They can also process all Royal Mail Home shopping returns, e.g. Asos and Amazon
returns, even the ones with just a barcode on your smartphone! And also
Parcelforce Contract returns.
Finance: You can withdraw cash from your bank account, or Post Office Card
Account, you can pay in cash or cheques too, just as you can at any Post Office
branch and also find out your balance.
You can also process bill payments for those companies that have the facility to pay
at the Post Office, either by cash, cheque or card. Including: water rates, council tax
and DVLA motor vehicle tax.
Travel: They can supply foreign currency, Travel Insurance, and Passport
applications via "Check and Send".
They can also help with applications for many other Post Office services such as
Broadband and Phone, Over 50s Car Insurance, Savings accounts and Life cover.
And you can top-up your mobile phone and buy a Postal Order
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Avening and Cherington
Churches
Sunday Services and Church Openings
The services planned for July are below and these will take place in our churchyards if
weather permits, otherwise they will be in church where face coverings etc. are
currently required.
1st July
4th July

11th July
18th July
25th July
1st Aug
8th Aug

7.00 pm
10.00 am
10.50 am
1.00 pm
3.00 pm
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
Noon
10.00 am
3.00 pm
10.00 am

W & H service*
Eucharist Service
Avening APCM*
Anniversary blessing
Pet Service*
Eucharist Service
Eucharist Service
Eucharist Service
Open afternoon start*
Eucharist Service
Lammas Service*
Eucharist Service

Avening Church
Avening Church
Avening Church
Avening Church
Cherington Church
Cherington Church
Avening Church
Cherington Church
Avening Church
Coxes Farm
Cherington Church

* for further information please see below and elsewhere in this magazine
Cherington Church is open from 9am to 5pm most days and Avening Church is open
from 9am to 5pm on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays (services will be taking place on
some Sundays between 10 and 11am).
Should there be any changes to the above, the latest arrangements will be found on the
websites below:

Avening:
Cherington:

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14317/
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14319/

Avening Annual Meetings, 4th July
The two annual meetings for Avening church will be after the 10.00am service (i.e.
about 10.50 am) on Sunday 4th July. The first meeting, whose purpose is to appoint
Churchwardens, is for all those who live in Avening or are on the Electoral Roll. The
second meeting will review recent church life, receive reports (including finances), make
any other necessary appointments and provide a chance to make comments or ask
questions on any aspect of the church. All are welcome to attend this meeting but it is
only those on the church Electoral Roll who may vote.
Bring your own ‘elevenses’ to nourish you during this time.
Wholeness and Healing Service, 7.00pm on 1st July.
Across the world and in local communities, including our own, people sometimes find
themselves disagreeing and in conflict with others for very many reasons. The Christian
response to this should be one of love and a generosity of spirit that we see in the
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person of Jesus, prompted by prayerful reflection. This quiet Church of England service,
a few days before our annual meeting, will provide an opportunity to reflect on this and
to pray for wholeness and healing wherever it is needed. All will be welcome.
Pet Service at Cherington, 3.00pm on 4th July
Our pets are very special and greatly enrich the lives of many. Today we give thanks for
them, seek God’s blessing on them – and indeed the whole animal kingdom. Bring your
pet or, if more convenient, their photo.
Avening Church Open Afternoon, 25th July
A chance to get to know more about this remarkable building: see items of historical
interest and displays of current activities, including some of wider village life – a
celebration of what Avening has to offer. Feel free to arrive at any time between noon
and 5.00pm: guided tours of the church will start at 12.00, 2.00 and 4.00 pm.
This event will take place if Covid restrictions allow – for up to date information please
got to www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14317/ or contact me.
Lammastide, 1st August
The word is an abbreviation of ‘loaf-mass’ and is derived from the Anglo-Saxon
Hlafmaesse. It was a common service before the Reformation as a thanksgiving for the
first-fruits of the wheat harvest, and is now increasingly being recognised again – we will
play our part in that renewal with a service at 3.00pm on 1st August.
By kind permission of Henry Arden this will take place at Coxes Farm.
Dates for the future
Saturday 2nd October: Harvest Festival at Cherington,
Sunday 3rd October: Harvest Festival at Avening, 10.00am

6.00

pm

(tbc)

Gerald South, Parish Priest for Avening and Cherington
gp.south@btopenworld.com 01453 88345
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Puzzle Corner
Sudoku
Fill in the blank
squares so that each
row, each column and
each
3-by-3 block contain
all of the digits 1 - 9.
If you use logic you
can solve the puzzle
without guesswork.
Answers on page 32

Down
1. Curt (7)
2. Watercourse (5)
3. Leave out (7)
4. Distant but visible (6)
5. Acute (5)

www.puzzlechoice.com

Across
1. Theft (7)
5. Ambit (5)
8. Relating to a city (5)
9. Closest (7)
10. Foster (7)
11. Public square (5)
12. Floor covering (6)
14. Soldiers (6)
18. Percussion instruments
(5)
20. Burrowing rodent (7)
22. View (7)
23. Stroll (5)
24. Choose (5)
25. Pull out (7

6. Aromatic herb (7)
7. Additional (5)
13. Habitual method (7)
15. Oddment (7)
16. Excess (7)
12

17. Opportunity (6)
18. Stingless male bee (5)
19. Change position (5)
21. Shinbone (5)

Gilian’s Poem of the Month
A touch of nostalgia for this month!

To The Cuckoo
Your mocking twofold cry, those two clear notes,
Were constant chorus through my childhood days.
Those long, hot summers, always filled with song,
From dewy dawns to sunset’s fading rays.
That sweetest call, evocative of years gone by,
Was background to my every childish ploy.
You filled my waking days and sleeping dreams
With sound of summer, bright with light and joy.
You followed us down leafy country lanes,
You haunted our dabbling in the flowing rill,
You laughed from tree to tree in beech-hung woods,
And called to us, high on the windy hill.
You roamed the flower - strewn meadows, where we ran
Among the soft - eyed cattle grazing there,
And when we climbed high up in ancient oaks
Your call floated around us in the air.
I miss that sweet companion of my youth,
As summers come and go, year after year,
And ‘though, when Spring arrives, I listen still,
No more that mocking , lilting call I hear
Where are you now ? I long to catch those notes again.
Sometimes I think I hear your distant cry,
Now lost in the mists of time, like so much else,
Drifting dream - like across the Summer sky .......
Gilian Bulmer - Davison

Church Details
In thousands of churches across Europe you will find a Green Man, depicted as a face
surrounded by leaves. It is pre-Christian in origin, but was adopted by the Christians by
the 4th century. The character seems to send the message of rebirth and resurrection,
and is usually placed in a position to look down at the congregation.

In Avening Church, our Green Man is carved onto a corbel in the arched roof just in
front of the altar.
The church is open on Wednesdays and Sundays, from 9am-5pm. Our services are on
the first and third Sundays of the month at 10 am. On alternating Sundays, the service
is in Cherington at the same time.
Elizabeth Buchanan
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Farm Life
The last few weeks have been very full on in terms of workload at the farm. June/July
is our busiest time as we start to make hay and silage. We always try to make our
silage at the very start of June when the grass is young and full of sugar because this
creates a highly nutritional feed when fermented. This year our herbal leys have
grown well and we have more than we need for grazing the livestock which means
we can make some into fodder. Herbal ley hay has a 20% higher protein content than
normal pasture hay and therefore will be better fed to our older beef stock, rather
than our younger calves, to aid in the growth of the animal. Our traditional hay
meadows are also growing well and will be cut for hay at the end of June or early
July as feed for the young stock during the winter.
Unfortunately, at the end of May I injured my knee leaving me unable to work. As
farming never stops, it has put a lot of extra workload on my friends and family to
carry out the daily farm chores and get everything ready for silage making. I would
like to thank everyone who has lent a hand recently to ensure the farm has been
able to be kept running; I really don’t know what I would do without you! Hopefully,
by the time you read this article we will have managed to get some silage made
(bales wrapped in black plastic) as we currently have very little feed left over from
last year and are now behind from where I’d like to be with this year’s silage/hay
making.
On a positive note, we couldn’t be prouder
to say that our first rare-breed Gloucester
calf was born on the 25th May! The calving
was far from simple as the cow needed
some extra help to give birth; this was with
a mixture of ropes (James Herriot style) and
furthermore a calving aid device. A calving
aid from the outside does look rather
industrial but does have the benefit of
helping the operator pull the calf efficiently
with only myself and one other person
present. The amniotic sack had been burst
for a while which further stressed the need
to assist the calving. After a while the calf
was born and with some straw lightly
tickled up its nose, caused it to sneeze and
empty its lungs of fluid. Shortly afterwards
the calf was up and looking for milk. The
cow’s difficulty in calving may have been due to her being a smaller first time calver,
however, she has turned out to be an amazing mum. We’ve named the calf ‘Beauty’
and along with our herd prefix, her pedigree name is ‘Avening Beauty’. We thought
14

this was apt for the first of the Gloucester
calves bred on this farm and hopefully the first
of many as our herd grows for years to come.
As ‘Beauty’ is a heifer calf (girl) she will stay in
the herd and play her part in the longevity of
this breed. It was very sad to see that recently
the Gloucester cattle breed has been added to
the ‘priority watch list’ by the Rare Breed
Survival Trust (RBST) as the total number are
dangerously low.
For the breed to thrive, rare-breed cattle in
general need to have a place in modern day
agriculture. Luckily the drive towards
environmentally enriched farming means that
older breeds such as these will be more suited
and hopefully lead to a rise in numbers again.
Sam Powell
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!:
@flpowellandsons
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Avening History
Robert Calcutt 1832-1908
Robert Calcutt was one of the major figures in
Avening during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. He was born on 27th October 1832 in
North Leigh, Oxfordshire, and married Adelaide
Butler in Tetbury on 31st October 1859. They
had five children: Robert John (1861), Maria
(1863), Elizabeth (1866), Charles (1867) and
Adelaide Pattie (1872).
The family lived in Little Queen Street in
London, but at some time in the late 1880s
Robert acquired substantial property in
Gloucestershire and they eventually moved into
The Lodge, Avening. His daughter, Elizabeth,
married Arthur Brampton in Avening church on
15th October 1889, and Robert was elected
churchwarden in 1893.
Robert played an important part in village life.
He was a parish councillor and a supporter of
Avening
school, acting
as Treasurer of the school at one time. He was
prominent in the scheme to bring a water supply
to the village in 1900 and was a member of the
committee in charge of the major church
restoration works of 1901-1910, making generous
financial contributions to both these schemes.
Robert Calcutt died at home on 23rd August 1908,
after a long illness and was buried in Avening
churchyard. The large burial plot also includes his
wife, Adelaide, who died on 30th June 1918, their
son, Robert John, who died on 16th December
1919, and their daughters Maria (died 8th August
1949) and Adelaide Pattie (died 27th September
1951)
The church restoration committee decided that
the two clergy desks, designed by the architect Mr
Micklethwaite, would form a suitable memorial to
Mr Calcutt, and a collection was organised for this
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purpose. The brass plaque affixed to one of the desks
reads: “These two prayer desks were presented by the
parishioners in affectionate memory of Robert Calcutt
Churchwarden who died on Aug 23rd 1908”.
Two stained glass windows in the nave were also
dedicated by his children “To the glory of God and in
loving memory of Robert Calcutt of Avening Lodge”.
Ann Brick

Biodiversity in the Churchyard
You may have noticed the long grass growing in an
area behind the church this summer. It’s not just
the grass that is growing, but plants and flowers that
attract insects and wildlife are being given a chance
to flower and seed in that area.
Caring for God's Acre is a nationwide organisation
that supports groups in caring for churchyards,
working towards more biodiversity in these special
places. In the week beginning June 5th, a count of
wildlife in the churchyard listed dandelions and bee
orchids with deer, swifts, yellow meadow ants,
moths, butterflies, cow parsley, harts tongue fern
and cowslip among the more than 40 different
species seen. Our results will be added to those of
others
across
the country and collated on the National
Biodiversity Network (NBN), a nationwide
database of wildlife in the UK.
The grass in that area will be mown toward the
end of August, and again in early autumn. We
might even manage a hay crop!
Many thanks to those who came to count
plants and animals with us, and to Stephen who
cuts the paths through that long grass and
keeps the churchyard looking wonderful.
Elizabeth Buchanan
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Avening Community Orchard
Avening Community Orchard is taking shape - thanks to a grant from the Gloucestershire
Thriving Communities Fund and some hard work from people around the village!
Situated in the top corner of the playing field, the orchard now has 21 apple and plum
trees planted with the help of Trust Juice, the not-for-profit arm of Bushell & Peck Cider
makers. Martin Hayes and David Lindgren are experts in orchards and care for many of
Gloucestershire’s wonderful, traditional orchards. Martin is also Chair of the
Gloucestershire Orchard’s Trust so we really couldn’t be in better hands.
Our trees are all Heritage and/or traditional Gloucestershire varieties. We have six
different apple varieties: Ashmead’s Kernel; Discovery; Lord Derby; Spartan; Hunt’s Duke
of Gloucester; and Worcester Pearmain. We have five different types of plum tree –
Czar; Excalibur; Victoria; Marjories Seedling; and Shit Smock! This last one is true and is
derived from the effect the plums can have on anyone who eats too many of them! We
were also gifted a lovely plum tree by the Mills family for which we are incredibly
grateful.
We are sorting out the website and looking to install the picnic table and bench as soon
as we can. We will be having a workshop to be open to all (Covid depending), probably
in the autumn. We’ll also hold a workshop for the school children later this year.
We have given an update on the progress in the orchard to the Cotswolds Know your
Patch network. Please follow us on Facebook for updates and photos – just search for
Avening Community Orchard.
Competition Time
We have funding for a lovely information board for the orchard and we want your help
to design it! We want to illustrate the orchard through the seasons – how the trees
change from month-to-month; which wildlife will be using the orchard throughout the
year; how the community might benefit from our little pocket orchard in each season.
We are asking children (aged 15 and under), to create illustrations for spring and
summer; and adults (16 and over), to create illustrations for autumn and winter. You do
not need to add any writing, just some beautiful drawings! The winner(s) in each age
group will have one of the trees in the orchard dedicated to them with a little plaque!
Please drop competition entries off to 56 Sandford Leaze by July 31st. Please note:
Use one A4 page for each of your season designs (from your age-group)
−
Entrants may create designs for both seasons in their category.
−
Draw a border 10mm around the whole edge of each A4 piece of paper - Do not
draw in this border!
−
Designs must be clear otherwise they will not scan well onto the final information
board.
−
Pop your name and contact details on the back of each design – please use pencil
only for this.
Good luck!
Phoebe Carter
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Longfield Hospice
Join Longfield Hospice for its first ever Superhero Challenge.
The event takes place on Sunday 22 August in the
beautiful Westonbirt Arboretum. Walk, jog or run through
the pathways and tree-lined avenues of the arboretum. You
choose the pace! The event is open to all ages and you are
encouraged to wear a cape or costume as you soar around
the course.
Don’t miss this lovely opportunity to take part with your very
own superhero, or remember an inspirational person in your
life. All superheroes to complete 5 km will receive a medal.
What does it cost to take part?
Early bird prices are: Adults: £20, Children: £15. A £5 per car fee is also payable when
you book your place and will go The Forestry Commission. This will allow you (and up
to four spectators) entry to the arboretum – that’s a saving of up to £35 in entry fees!
All money raised on top of your entry fee will help Longfield Hospice provide care and
support for our patients and their families at a time when they need it most. With our
NHS still dealing with the impact of the pandemic, end-of-life care has never been
more vital.
Right now, our Hospice at Home team is working across Gloucestershire, caring for
patients in their last days and weeks. As a registered charity, we rely on the hard work
and generosity of people like you to fund this essential care. Thank you.
To sign up and for more information head over to the
hospice website at https://www.longfield.org.uk/
event/superhero-challenge/

"Artwork Created during Lockdown”
The Great Exhibition
In Avening Church
Sculpture, drawings, paintings and
photographs.
On 10th, 11th and 12th of September.
Five items per person. Prizes for Children’s
Photography and Adult Photography.
For more information please contact George
Buchanan by email: buchanan.pg@gmail.com
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Avening W.I.
It was with great excitement that Avening WI
members heard that HRH Princess Anne, The
Princess Royal, had invited us to Gatcombe Park
to hold a belated celebration for our 90th
Birthday. We were invited to hold an afternoon
tea party in the Barn on the estate and to meet
the Princess.
The committee swung into action to make all the
arrangements and on Friday 18th June we were
able to decorate the barn, arrange the members
into groups and to provide a cream tea for
everyone. This was the first time that some of
our members had been able to meet face to
face, in a socially distanced way, and there a was
a real buzz when everyone arrived.

A hush descended as Her Royal Highness arrived.
She was met by our President, Liz, and Secretary,
Soo, and she then spent a long time meeting
each group. She took time to speak to every
member and showed great interest in everyone’s
roles and activities. This was followed by a
ceremonial cutting of the birthday cake and the Princess then accepted gifts of a box
of chocolate brownies, a copy of the history of
the last ten years of Avening WI and a posy of
flowers from members’ gardens. These were
presented by two of our long standing members,
Shirley and Gill.
Princess Anne remarked that she had always
liked the village of Avening with its friendly
atmosphere. She praised the WI and other
village organisations for promoting a sense of
community and for helping other people,
particularly during the past year.

This was a very special day that will stay in our
memories and hopefully become the start of our
return to normal meetings and activities.
Helen Haiselden
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Avening and Cherington Cricket Club
A very sad time for A&CCC. As many people already will be aware the Club is now
unable to play cricket on the ground in The Park at Cherington due to its use for
other purposes.
All matches are now being played away by kind permission of the Cotswold District
Cricket Association and the generous cooperation of fellow cricket teams in the
league. Whether this can continue for future seasons remains to be seen.

This brings to an end around 100 years of cricket being played at Cherington. The
amalgamation of the two clubs took place in 1981 and much success has ensued in
recent years and also help given to the ever popular Cherington Village Show.
Close cooperation is being maintained with the Cherington PC and the Show
Committee to ensure that commemorative items, photos, equipment and items
used at Cherington show etc are retained.
When time permits it is hoped to provide a more complete history of the Club and
to properly acknowledge all the very many people who have watched and
supported the Club over many years. In the meantime it is hoped that this short
narrative will avoid fruitless visits to Cherington for those hoping to see cricket.
Derrick Ind
for Avening & Cherington Cricket Club

Citizens Advice: Stroud and
Cotswold Districts
Do you want to help the community where you live, work or study and gain
valuable skills?
Do you want to make sure your family and neighbours get the advice they need
now and in the future?
We are seeking new Trustees to join our Board and are specifically looking for
people with a background in marketing, communications and IT.
Time commitment: Six Board meetings a year and approximately one other
meeting a month with associated paperwork.
Deadline: 31st July 2021
For more information please contact Diane Elsdon, Business Manager by email
at diane.elsdon@ca-scd.org.uk
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Letter to the Editors
Dear Editors
I would like to thank the good people of Avening who purchased plants during my
recent kerbside sale in aid of the mental health charity, MIND. I know that many
also left donations, for which I'm very appreciative.
I raised more than my target donation of £250 which is fantastic. This will be
added to my team mates' efforts and donated to the charity prior to our 'Thames
Bridges Walk' in September.
I do have some left over plants which took a battering during the recent warm
weather. These will be donated to the Coffee Shop plant sales when they are back
to full health.
Thanks again, everyone!
Julia Tu (Church Farm Barn)
(Letters to the Editor are always welcome. They reflect the thoughts and opinions of
the writer and not necessarily those of the Editors, who believe it is important for
people to be able to express their views on local matters through this channel.)

23

Avening Playgroup
We are approaching that time of year, again, when we will have to say goodbye to the
children who are leaving us to start school in September. It is always a sad time, as we
get closer to the end of the summer term but I know the children are ready and very
excited to be starting school. We wish them and their families all the best and hope
that their school experience will be a very happy one.
The children have also been very excited about our visitors. On the first day back, after
the half term holiday, we took delivery of five very small Painted Lady caterpillars. They
quadrupled in size and have each turned into a chrysalis. We look forward to seeing
them as beautiful butterflies. As a result much of our focus has been on the lifestyle of
a butterfly. As well as watching the caterpillars grow, the children have:
−
−
−

−
−

listened to caterpillar stories
coloured in caterpillars and butterflies
glued the pictures of a caterpillar, chrysalis
and butterfly in the correct order
made a Hungry Caterpillar collage
done a symmetry butterfly painting

The children spent a lot of time in the playground
on a mini beast hunt. They used magnifying
glasses and ticked each one off on the checklist.
They have been very busy making junk models out of cardboard boxes and rolls.
They have also been making up their own stories, while an adult writes it down. Later
the children have taken turns in acting out the stories. We have had some busy
unicorns and very ferocious dragons.
The children have been busy practicing their fine motor skills with activities such as,
cutting, peeling stickers, peg boards, lacing and cutting different materials.
We would like to say a very big welcome to the new parents who are joining our
committee and a very big thank you to those members who will be standing down at
the next AGM. Avening Playgroup is a charity and as such it needs to have a committee
of volunteers to run it. We are required, as part of the Charity Commission rules, to
have a full committee with a chair, treasurer
and secretary, including a certain percentage
of parents with children at the playgroup.
Without this the playgroup would not be able
to open.
The committee meets for
approximately 1 ½ hours every other month.
If you would like to take the opportunity to
join the committee and be involved in a vital
charity within the village that is caring for
some of our youngest residents, please
contact the playgroup. Here are the thoughts
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of one of our members who will sadly be
leaving us:
I am standing down after six years as a
committee member of Avening Playgroup. I
should like to encourage anyone with a few
hours to spare to consider joining the
playgroup committee. It is a great way to
support this important village organisation,
while meeting some lovely young families and
becoming involved in village events, such as
the fete and the Christmas bonanza. You do not need to have children or grandchildren
at the playgroup, just an interest in keeping this lovely playgroup running.
If you would like to talk about this in more detail please contact me or the chairperson,
Bridget Seward at aveningplaygroup.chair@gmail.com
Angie Heslop

The Village Notice Board
As local groups and organisations now start to plan some events for later in July a
reminder that the village notice board, on the side of the Memorial Hall, is a good
way of publicising village events and items of local information. Posters, ideally size
A4 or A5, can be put up for you on this board. To discourage using unnecessary
plastic there is no need to laminate them thank you. Please continue to give them
to Jennie South directly, email jennie.south@btopenworld.com for printing and
displaying or leave in the church porch in the envelope provided. They will be
taken down once they are out of date. Other posters may be removed and
recycled once they are faded or to make space for others.
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Avening School
The Show Will Go On!
There is so much going on in this last month of term! One of our most exciting things to
look forward to is our KS2 school production, which will take place in July in a marquee
hired especially for the occasion. The children will be performing ‘Hoodwinked’, a
modern, musical adaptation of the classic tale of Robin Hood, filled with laughs,
surprises and incredible musical numbers. One of our priorities as a school as part of
our catch up is enrichment – putting on a show perfectly falls in line with that particular
focus. We have now split the school into two bubbles, which has enabled KS2 to
rehearse and perform together. The corridors are currently echoing with the sound of
singing as the children prepare their vocal chords and learn the songs.
Before then, the Owls class also have their two day outdoor residential to look forward
to at the end of June. The class, accompanied by several members of staff, will be
travelling to Copsegrove Farm Park in Bisley where they will put up tents to camp in and
spend the two days taking part in activities such as den building, pond dipping and
creating natural art. The pupils will also be designing and making pitfall traps to capture
and identify mini-beasts. As the evening draws in, there will fireside activities including
music, games and toasting marshmallows. We are incredibly grateful to Avening Church
education committee who have funded the trip for all Avening children making it cost
free for parents.
You could have been mistaken for thinking you were standing on the side-lines of The
Tour de France last week if you heard the clanking of cowbells and general hullaballoo
made by the Hawks class as they took part in their own Tour de Avening School in the
top playground. Joined by one of our parents, Mr Boyle, who works in the racing
industry, the class learned all about the professional world of cycling and took part in
practical activities, including learning to change a wheel and repair a puncture during a
race. The children cheered their fellow classmates on using castanets, bells and other
instruments to generate as much noise as possible as they raced in an inter-house
competition on a special bike that Mr Boyle brought along with him known as ‘The
Squirrel’.
Further down the school, the reception and KS1 children have been busy with their
weekly forest school sessions where they have relished their outdoor learning and
activities. Both the Eagles and Kestrels have also been enjoying weekly sports sessions
led by football coach, Rob, from FGR football club.
New parents of children starting reception in September have attended a new parents
evening where they met members of staff and class teacher Miss Ellis and received their
Avening school welcome pack. The new starters will attend their transition days In July,
allowing them to get to know their teachers and their new environment.
For further information about this busy place of learning, please see our school website:
www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk
Alex Adcock
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Celebrate
the church and life of Avening
Noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday 25th July
at Avening Church
(subject to Covid restrictions at the time)

Please see church section of this magazine for
further details.
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Avening Community Café
We were sorry to learn that after
over two years as the chair of the
cafe committee Jennie South has
decided
to
step
down.
Her enduring
energy
and
commitment has moved the café
on from the germ of an idea to a
successful and essential part of
the Avening community and
her inspirational leadership has
played a huge part in keeping the
committee motivated during a
very challenging time. We can’t
thank Jennie enough for all she
has done and hope that we will have the pleasure of serving her a coffee and cake ‘on
the house’ in the near future.
Gill Adams has been elected as the new chairperson and Beverley Rymer has also
joined the committee along with Sandra and John Hetterley. We held our first meeting
in June and look forward to working together to keep the show on the road in one
form or another.
In the AGM annual report Jennie rightly reminded us how many people have been
involved in meeting the Café’s aim of ‘providing a welcoming and inclusive meeting
place for residents and visitors’. At the end of the AGM there was a wonderful video
put together by Clare Bebbington to the background music of The Beatles ‘All you
need is love’ showing all that had happened over the past year and the people who
had contributed to our great village cafe community.
This of course recently changed to
‘places’ as 14 different residents
stepped up to open their gardens
which
became
mini
cafes,
welcoming guests and keeping the
community spirit alive and well. We
have of course been blessed with
lovely weather in recent weeks so
these gatherings have been
particularly enjoyable. More a case
of parasols than parkas for a
change. However in this photo you
can see that old habits die hard and
the blanket is still at the ready!
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Gill Adams also showed that if
the spirit is willing you can hold a
cafe in a garage in lieu of a
garden and still have a good
time. There has been a gathering
outside her house almost every
Tuesday whenever regulations
have allowed.
Pop up Cafés are back!
We can’t wait to see you again!
There will be a pop up café
outside the social club on June
22nd from 10.00 to 11.30. We
will still need to observe social distancing and it would be appreciated if you could
bring your own mug. However, although we still can’t meet indoors we can
guarantee the same warm welcome, good coffee and delicious home made cakes.
The pop ups will continue every Tuesday for the foreseeable future and we will of
course let you know if and when the restrictions change.
Cafe Art Sessions
Mark Kelland led another successful series of 4 art sessions during May and
June. Again, thanks to a good spell of weather the classes were held outside and the
‘students’ were pleased with the venue and the tuition.
Look out for a limited edition by café artists any time soon. (you never know)
High Street Garden Centre
The plants outside 14 High Street continue to be well received and appreciated.
Elizabeth reported that: “The wall was full at the beginning of the week and now
there are only beautiful cos lettuces and a couple of nice looking pots of Ivy. Thank
you to all the donors, swappers and buyers! If you need pots for your extra seedlings
or garden culling, please help yourself from the pots by the recycling box under the
window.’”
The sale of plants and donations make a big difference to the charities supported by
the café so a big thank you to you and to Elizabeth.
A Good Read
Don’t forget to call in at number 6 Old Hill when you are on your
perambulations around the village. Take a book, swap or donate. There is a wide
range of reading matter to suit all tastes overseen by our very own popular
bookworm Clare Bebbington.
Looking forward to seeing you soon.
Peter Barton (on behalf of the Community Cafe)
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O.L.Cottle
Family Business
Hand Carved Memorials : Cremation Plaques
Additional Inscriptions : Renovations and Cleaning
All Types of Stonework

Tel: 01453 762877

36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barden Clean

Ultra fast drying times
Environmentally friendly
Removes stains
High temp – sterilises carpet
Improves air quality
Removes dust mites
Fully insured

CALL NOW
Michael Denley
01453 752893
07541 002 891
www.bardenclean.co.uk
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Avening Youth Club
Avening Youth Club, run by The Door, is cancelled for the moment.
Full details of how to access all of The Door’s services can be found
at www.thedoor.org.uk and on Social Media @TheDoorStroud.
Want more information about Avening’s Youth Club? Contact Rev Gerald South on
883456 or Isak at The Door on 01453 756745.

PETER SAVAGE
ALL FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED
GROUNDWORKS AND LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN
SEASONED FIREWOOD – LOGS & KINDLING

Tel: 01453 833239
or 07785 788335
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Puzzle Answers
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Church Floodlighting
The church was floodlit on:
20th June: In loving memory of Ann Whittlesea on
her birthday from Ali, Chis and all her family
and on
23rd June in loving memory of Barry Robins on his
Birthday, from all of his family
It will be lit on
24th July to Remember Jim Townsend on his birthday
The church looks beautiful at night when floodlit. If you would like to have this
in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a special event, contact Piers
Hansen on 07770 745642. The cost is £10 for 2 hours.

Cherington Parish Council
The Parish Council Web Site is https://cheringtonpc.org.uk/ and along with
meeting, financial and council business news you may use it to address comments
both to council members and to the clerk.
Mike Mitchell
Chairman Cherington Parish Council
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TONY’S CHARITY
QUIZ NIGHTS
THE BELL, AVENING
1ST SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH
£1 A PLAYER: A
MAXIMUM OF 4
PLAYERS PER TEAM
ALL PROCEEDS TO THE
COBALT APPEAL,
CHELTENHAM
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Avening Parish Council
On the 16th June the Parish Council held its first face to face meeting since
February 2020. Covid guidance was strictly adhered to. If you wish to attend future
meetings, please bring a face mask, and be prepared to complete a track & trace form.
Playing Field
Fantastic news! At the time of going to press the Parish Council is on target to achieve
its target to purchase and install a new zipwire. Our thanks go to Cllr John Hetterley
who has led the project and has worked tirelessly to raise the funds and organise
quotes. The next stage is to try to get it installed by the school summer holidays.
Dog Mess
Again, dog mess is causing an issue in the playing field. Dog mess is dangerous. It can
cause Toxocariasis in children resulting in blindness. Adults infected get a high
temperature, cough, and stomach pains. In severe cases it can cause seizures. So, lets
keep your playing field safe and clean up after your dog.
Community Support.
Support can still be accessed via the Parish Council website or you can email
covid19@avening-pc.gov.uk. or phone The Buzz on 07403006106
New Planning Applications
21/02281/FUL: Land west of Avening House, Woodstock Close – Conversion of
agriculture barn into dwelling.
21/02145/LBC: Norn House, Nags Head Lane – Retrospective application for
replacement windows
21/02014/Comply: Herons Mead, West End – Compliance of Conditions 3 – Details of
Steps. 4 – Repointing Walls, 5 – Wall & Roof Materials.
Decision Notices
21/01723/Nonmat: West End Cottage - Enlarge Opening and install folding doors.
Permitted
21/01384/TCONR : Pollard Weeping Willow. Permitted.
21/00640/Comply: Barn at Owl House – Compliance of condition 4 -External Lighting, 5
- Bat Roosting Features. Permitted
Finance
The unaudited accounts have now been prepared and will be available for inspection
from the 28th June 2021 - 6th August 2021 . Please contact the Clerk for an
appointment should you wish to view the documents.
Potholes
Report the potholes directly to Highways on 08000 514514 or at the GCC Report It
website.
The next meeting will be on 21st July in the Memorial Hall
Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.avening-pc.gov.uk. The Parish Clerk can be
contacted via email: parishclerk@avening-pc.gov.uk
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AVENING CHURCH FETE
MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR
DIARIES
Covid regulations permitting it is hoped to
hold Avening Church Fete on

12 September 2021
More details later

Many thanks to Paul Hancock for this photo of a rainbow over the
Queen Matilda. Anyone find the pot of gold?
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 21st
July

End of Term

Avening School

Saturday 31st
July

Deadline for
entries for
Orchard
Competition

56, Sandford
Leaze

10th, 11th, 12th
September

The Great
Exhibition

Avening Church

tba

Sunday 12th
September

Avening Church
Fete

School and Church

tba

Sunday 19th
September

Cherington Show

Around
Cherington

tba
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