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Who to Contact 
Parish Priest: The Reverend Celia Carter 
Tel: 01453 832716     Fax: 01453 834885 

AVENING:   

CHURCHWARDENS Paul Brown 01453  835983 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834910 

LAY READER Derrick Pierce 01453 835090 

SACRISTAN Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

PCC SECRETARY Margaret Barton 01453 835541 

PCC TREASURER Peter Lindesay 01453 834402 

ORGANIST Stuart Walkley 01453 757784 

FLOWER TEAM  Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

CHERINGTON:   

CHURCHWARDENS Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

SACRISTAN Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC SECRETARY Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC TREASURER Richard Lippiat 01666 502238 

ORGANIST Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

FLOWER TEAM Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

VILLAGER MAGAZINE 
 EDITOR  Kathleen Lindesay  01453 834402  
    Court Lodge, Avening GL8 8NX  
    e mail villager@lindesay.demon.co.uk 

DEADLINE FOR COPY 20th of each month 
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The Parish Letter 

T hose of you who have children at home will already be feeling the 
excitement of Christmas…..as the days are counted and the 

Advent Calendar ‘windows’ start to be opened. 
 
A truly magical time of year…..to be safeguarded and revered against 
political pressure to restrict signs of public celebration in our towns 
and villages.  Why should we abandon our traditional celebration of 
the birth of Jesus Christ? The very foundations of our country are 
built on our Christian Heritage. 
 
Our ‘Britishness’ -  our sense of justice and social responsibility - .are 
based on Christian teaching, as well as our tolerance of newcomers 
to our shores.  Why should we hide from all that has made us the 
people we are? We should be proud to teach our children the faith 
which sustains our lives and to which we turn in times of celebration,   
as well as at times of sadness. 
 
May we all join together in the parties and celebrations planned by 
different organisations in the village .and once again welcome the 
Christ child into our homes. 
 
Our faith is a priceless gift…..and our troubled world is sorely in need 
of the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

 
Rev. Celia 

 

 

On Friday November 30th at 4.00pm there will 
be a Service of Thanksgiving at Avening Church 
for the life of Cynthia Neale  
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Church Duties: 
 

AVENING 

Date Sidespersons  Chalice  Sacristan 

Dec 2nd Evening Service 
G Buchanan/ P Lindesay 

  
M Cox 

Dec 9th F Conway/ C Boddam-Whetham R Coates A Brick 

Dec 16th Carol service 
S Hamilton /M Barton 

 P Sanders 
 

Dec 24th Crib Service 
………………………………………… 

Midnight Mass 
K Lindesay/ P Lindesay/G Buchanan 

 
…...……….. 

 
D Pierce 

M Cox  
…………… 

 
A Brick 

Dec 25th J Pargetter/ Doreen Pierce P Brown G Parsons 

Dec  30th C Boddam-Whetham/ J Bird P Lindesay G Parsons 

Jan 6th  

* 
S Hamilton/H Graham-Munro S Uzzell M Cox 

* As there will be no magazine in January, for list of services 
and duties, please see the church notice board in the porch. 

 

The illustration on the cover of this month’s magazine is by 
George Buchanan 
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SERVICES IN AVENING & CHERINGTON 
  

Day/Date     Church  Time  Service 

SUNDAY 2nd December Avening 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Advent Sunday Cherington 9.30 am Special Advent Service 

 Avening 6.30pm Special Advent Service & 
unveiling of memorial plaque 

SUNDAY  9th December Avening 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday in Advent Avening 11 am Holy Communion  (BCW) 
& Sunday School  

 Cherington 5 pm Christingle service - carols by 
candlelight 

SUNDAY 16th December Avening 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

3rd Sunday in Advent Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 Avening 6.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons & 
Carols  

SUNDAY 23rd December Avening 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

4th Sunday in Advent Avening 12 noon Carols in the Bell Inn 

 Cherington 5.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons & 
Carols by Candlelight 

MONDAY 24th December Avening 4.00 pm Crib Service & Nativity Play 

Christmas Eve Cherington 10.00 pm Midnight Mass 

 Avening 11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

TUESDAY 25th December Cherington 9.30 am Family Service 

Christmas Day Avening 11.00 am Holy Communion  (BCW) 

SUNDAY 30th December Avening 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday after Christmas Day Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion  (BCW) 

 Avening 11.00 am Holy Communion  (BCW) 
& Sunday School  

SUNDAY 6th January 
Epiphany 

   FOR SERVICES IN JANUARY SEE NOTICEBOARD 
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Church Floodlighting 
 

Avening Church will be floodlit in December as follows: 
 
4th December For Dermot Morisson, on the occasion of his 

first birthday, From his Godparents, Dorcas, 
Alan & Ross 

7th December In loving memory of Jack & Marjorie Shilham 
and memories of good and happy times at 
Woodstock 

14th December In memory of Wilson Hinder from his sister-in-
law Edith and family 

24th December In loving memory of our grandson Ben from 
Kathleen & Peter 

30th December With loving thoughts of Sydney Swatton in 
memory of the 100th anniversary of his birth, 
from Jan Swatton and family 

 

 

If you would like to have the church floodlit to commemorate a loved 
one or to celebrate a special event, please contact : 

Paul Brown  01453  835983 

The cost is £5 for 2 hours 

 
CHERINGTON CHURCH 
 
 
 

Following the Carol Service at 
Cherington on Sunday December 
16th, there will be a ‘Drinks & Mince 
Pies’ party in the Village Hall to say 
thank you for all the support and 
donations for the church heating 
appeal.  All are welcome. 
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Christmas in Avening & Cherington 
 

Sunday Dec. 2nd 9.30 am Special Advent Service at Cherington 
6.30 pm Special Advent Service at Avening to 
include unveiling of Colonel Carter’s Memorial 
Plaque by HRH The Princess Royal 

 

Sunday 9th 5 pm Christingle at Cherington  
(carols by candlelight) 

 

Saturday 15th 3.30 - 5.30pm Children’s Christmas party for 0-8 
year olds in Avening Church   
(please ring 832716 to give the names of your 
children who will attend) 

 

Sunday 16th 6.00 pm Avening Church -Traditional Festival of 
Nine Lessons &Carols 
 

Tuesday 18th 2.15 & 6.00 pm  School Nativity Play 
 

Wednesday 19th 4-6 pm  Senior Citizens’ Christmas Tea Party at 
Avening Park  with Carols by the fire  
(please RSVP to 832716) 

Thursday 20th 9.30 am School Christingle Service  
 in Avening Church 

 

Sunday 23rd 12 noon  Carols in The Bell  
followed by Christmas Lunch 
 

 5.00 pm Traditional Nine Lessons & Carols 
Cherington Church   
 

Monday 24th 4.00pm Crib Service with Children’s Nativity Play 
at Avening Church (please bring a present for a 
child with special needs/ 0-15 years old)  
Children to arrive at 3.30pm to dress up 

 

Tuesday 25th No 8 am service 
9.30 am Family Celebration Cherington   
11 am Family Celebration  Avening 
 

Wednesday 26th Carol Service at Gloucester Cathedral (collection 
in aid of the Seven Springs Foundation) 
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Women of Bethlehem 
 
The performance of this play has been postponed and 
will now take place on  

Friday 4th & Saturday 5th January 2008 
at Holy Cross at 7.30 pm. 

 

Tickets £5 to include a glass of wine,  

Commemorative Brass Plaques 
 

If you are interested in 
commemorating a loved one by 
having a brass plaque on a chair in 
Avening Church, please contact 
Stephanie Hamilton 01453 834910 
The minimum donation for this is £40 

 
Table Top Sale at Cherington 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported our tabletop sale. The 
stall for the church and hall raised £135. Considering it was 
mostly small items of bric-a-brac plus the raffle, this was a 
very good effort. 

Wendy Eldridge 
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At the Remembrance 
Day  service in Avening, 
Rev Celia thanked Kate 
Townsend & Jon Green 
for all their hard work in 
caring for the Memorial 
Hall for the past 11 
years. 
 
The management of the 
hall is now being 
undertaken by Anthea 
Beszant and Gill 
Parsons For details 
please see page 12 

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE TO   
AVENING MEMORIAL HALL 

Maud’s Coffee Morning 
 

A very enjoyable coffee morning was held at  George 
and Elizabeth Buchanan’s home on November 20th. 

The sum of £573 was raised for church funds but 
more importantly everyone had a good time. 

Thanks especially to Elizabeth and George for all 
their hard work and also all the helpers and those 
who supported the event. 

Peter Lindesay 
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY IN AVENING 

Villagers gather in the autumn sunshine to lay wreaths at the Millennium Cross 
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In Remembrance 
Your Village Hall—then and now 
 
A little history………. 
  
On the 11th of January 1922 an indenture was signed whereby Mr A J 
Playne and others : 
  
1st--- The site of a cottage and garden and outbuildings situated near 
the church at Avening formerly in the occupation of Paul Ind. 

2nd --- A piece of land near the church bounded on the east and north 
side by the highway--- 

3rd --- the site of a ruined cottage and premises between one and 
two— 
 

These were to be held for the purposes of a ‘Public Reading Room 
and Recreation Hall’ for the parishioners of Avening and in memory of 
those who died in the Great War 1914-18. 
 

That was how Avening Memorial Hall began.  It has served the village 
well over the decades but is now sadly in need of a major overhaul to 
bring it into the 21st century. 
 

and now……. 
 

The hall is the only public space available in the parish and its 
continuing use is essential for everyone not least the school. The new 
management trustees hope that with an imaginative upgrade which 
they are planning it will become a warm welcoming place, with less 
impact on the environment.  The aim is to make all of you feel your 
village hall is something you can be proud of. 
 

If you would like to be involved with the village hall or to make 
bookings please contact; 
 Anthea Beszant 01453835287   or  Gill Parsons 01453 832247 
email anthea@avening.eclipse.co.uk  dansherbou@aol.com  
 

Don’t miss the chance to support the new  
Memorial Hall 100 Club.  Details on opposite page  

mailto:anthea@avening.eclipse.co.uk
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     Your Memorial Hall Needs You !  
 

Forget the national lottery and the frustrations 

of never winning. Here is your opportunity to 

support a local charity and actually see the 

difference. 
 

Join Avening Memorial Hall 100 Club and give 

yourself a real chance of winning---- As much 

as £100 each month and £1000 at Christmas--

--for just £1 per week, not bad odds eh!  All 

the surplus money raised will go to Avening 

Memorial Hall funds, to be used for the 

upkeep and restoration of the hall. So you win 

either way! 
 

Join today don’t delay  

Standing order forms and full details are 

available from  

Anthea Beszant  60 High Street  Avening   

GL8 8NF  

Tel. 01453835287 

or email anthea@avening.eclipse.co.uk 
 

Looking for a Greener Gift, why not give a 100 

Club membership to your family or friends and 

give them the chance to win too.  
 
Avening memorial Hall Registered Charity number  301457.  

Members must be over 16.      Donations always welcome 
 

 

mailto:anthea@avening.eclipse.co.uk
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Avening Roll of Honour 

In this second article Fred Vening continues his research into 
the history of Avening residents whose names appear on the 
Memorial Roll in Avening Church 

Frederick James Fletcher 

F rederick James Fletcher was born in Avening in March 
1888, the second child of seven born to John James 

Fletcher, a stonemason of Avening (1862-1934) and his wife 
Ellen (nee Large) born Ashley, Wiltshire in 1864 and who died 
in 1901. At the time of the 1891 census, the family were living 
on Pound Hill, Avening, although Charles, the eldest child was 
living with his Aunt and Uncle in a cottage in Woodstock. By 
1901, the family had outgrown their two-roomed cottage and 
had moved into a larger home on the High Street. However, 
this was still only a 3-roomed property and with parents and six 
children it must have been crowded. Ellen died later in 1901 
and there were probably a number of reasons why Frederick 
joined the Grenadier Guards in June 1907. 

He signed on and was medically examined at Stroud on 
Tuesday the 18th of June and had his primary Military 
Examination at Bristol the following day. He took "the King's 
Shilling" in London on the 21st. 

His Attestation Form describes him as being 5ft 8inches tall 
(1.73m), weighing 11 stone 8 lbs (73.5 kgs), with a fresh 
complexion, grey eyes and brown hair. He "signed on" for 12 
years, three years service and nine years on the reserve and 
completed his regular commitment in June 1910. 

By this time the family had moved again, this time to a property 
at Nags Head. 

Following the outbreak of war, he was recalled to the colours 
on the 5th of August 1914 leaving for France from 
Southampton on the 5th of October. He was serving with the 
1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and a fortnight later they were 
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engaged in the 1st Battle of Ypres. His unit was at Gheluvelt on 
the 29th of October and the War Diaries of the 1st Battalion tell 
us that they were hugely outnumbered in both men and guns 
and were holding an important position at a cross roads. They 
were in position by 5.30am that morning, at which time there 
was heavy fog with which to contend. During the day they were 
heavily shelled and then suffered a full-frontal attack by large 
numbers of enemy troops. Despite this, the Grenadiers both 
took these attacks and counterattacked in such a way as to 
have the Germans believe they were fighting larger numbers 
and acted accordingly. It was during these actions that the 
Battalion lost 750 of it's 1,000 men, Frederick Fletcher being 
one of them. He was reported "Missing" on the 29th of October 
and his next of kin (his father) was notified on the 25th of 
November. Subsequently, it was assumed he had died on the 
29th and his father was notified of that decision on the 6th of 
January 1915. Frederick has no known grave, but is 
remembered on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres. He was 
unmarried but was survived by a number of his immediate 
family. To date, we have not been able to contact any 
descendants. 
 

Fred Vening 

 

The China Hire Company 
 

WEDDINGS  *  CHRISTENINGS  *  SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
  

China & cutlery hire for all occasions 
Friendly and reliable service 
Washing up, delivery & collection services 
are also available 

 

Please contact Karen for a quotation or further information  
Tel : 01453 835911       Mobile : 07798 722649 
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Avening WI 

N ovember is AGM time; Maisie has 
resigned as President after 3 years. She 

thanked the committee for their hard work 
and support. Pat Taylor is the new President.  
Doreen stood down as secretary and Jo 
Harwood will replace her. Maisie and Doreen 
were presented with gifts.   

The Treasurer reported that we have ended the year with a 
small profit thanks to the ‘Bite to Eat’. The money raised from 
this pays for our speakers and this year also a bursary of £150 
to Denman College. This was won by Jo who went on a silver 
jewellery course and made six lovely pieces. 
The Hospice Quiz raised £160 thanks to all those who 
supported this most worthy cause.  
Our team came fourth in the Echo Quiz final. Well done them!   
Members packed and covered twenty-nine shoe boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child and filled them with a lovely 
assortment of small gifts. 
On Remembrance Sunday a wreath was laid on behalf of the 
WI for the Poppy Appeal. 
Our speaker for the November meeting was Jane Morris from 
Nailsworth Flower Club. She demonstrated some wonderful 
Christmas arrangements. Jane won a silver-gilt medal at this 
year’s Chelsea Flower Show. What a wonderful achievement! 

Wendy Eldridge 
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DOLPHIN WATER SOFTENER & SALT SUPPLIES 
Unit 2, Close Farm Business Park, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8PH 

 

If you would like to improve the quality of your water supply contact 
us for a free information pack by telephone on 01666 500065 or fax 
01666 504911 or e-mail: ngjkind@btinternet.com  

 

 

Available for collection from   
1.00 pm – 5.00 pm Monday to Friday 

Delivery service available within a 10 mile radius of 
Tetbury 

We can also supply the following at competitive prices: 

 Granular Salt  £6.50 per 25 Kg bag 

 Tablet Salt   £6.50 per 25 Kg bag 

 Block Salt   £3.60 per pack of 2 x 4 Kg blocks 
      (Harveys & Kinetico) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kim Pit- tam 
Dog Groomer 

Telephone 01453 839004 
Mobile 07766 609790 

 

 Grooming ~ Bathing  
Hand Stripping ~ Nail Clipping 
Pick-up & Delivery service available 
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A Letter from Zimbabwe 
 
Dear Celia and all the parishioners of Avening church 
 

Thank you for your great generosity in supporting Avondale church's 
efforts to relieve the suffering caused by AIDS here in Harare. As my 
husband Richard told you in church one Sunday morning in 
September, we try to keep AIDS orphans in their own families, mostly 
looked after by a grandmother, or sometimes an aunt who has 
probably also got children of her own to care for. 

 At the moment we help 34 families in Mabvuku, a slum suburb east 
of the city, and nine other families in Avondale or connected with our 
church. They mostly live in one or two very small rooms, part of a 
cement-block house, with a small yard where they might grow a 
couple of beds of rape cabbage. Sometimes the grandmothers sell 
tomatoes or onions at the side of the road outside their house, and 
they nearly all cultivate a little plot in the open land outside Mabvuku, 
where they grow maize and groundnuts. If it rains, and if we can find 
some seed and fertiliser, they might even grow enough to feed 
themselves for several months but hardly ever for the full year. 

We meet the families each month at a central school in Mabvuku. As 
we arrive, they have already begun the beautiful praise and worship 
time outside under the trees, and sometimes there's a testimony of 
what God has done in someone's life. Then our seven team leaders 
each speak with their four or five families, one at a time, to hear what 
is going on and to pick up where a little help would be useful. We give 
each family a food parcel each month, and school expenses and 
medicines and bus fares to hospital check ups. At our meeting each 
month we run a little clinic, with a doctor on our team, and now have 
a library including precious textbooks. As we get to know the families 
and their problems - and their successes which they do have - we 
find we get very fond of them, and grow to love them. They pray for 
us and we (and others in and out of Zimbabwe) pray for them. I love it 
when the little children run up behind me and give me a hug at 
around knee level. The Avondale team are just ordinary members of 
our church's congregation, a real mixture of old and young, black and 
white, uneducated and PhD, who lead our whole congregation in 
doing something to help these people who are suffering so much 
these difficult days in Zimbabwe. Thank you for being part of this 
work and for your loving contribution.    
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This week Grandmother Gladys Mushambi, who is 82 and already 
has six orphan grandchildren to look after, lost her grand-daughter 
Caroline, who also lived with her, to AIDS. Caroline has two 
daughters, aged 14 and 9. If there is no other member of the family 
to take them on, Grandmother will be able to keep them with her as 
we will give her extra food and school fees. When we met this 
family at the beginning of 2007, Grandmother used to beg from 
neighbours for food for the children. When one of the boys was 
made a prefect at primary school and was told to get a prefect's 
shirt, she sold her garden fence. But at the shop she found inflation 
had hit again and she still didn't have quite enough money. That 
was the day we first visited this family, so we were able to add a 
little to what she had, and she got the shirt. 

Thank you all for helping.   

Venetia Winkfield  

Leader, Avondale AIDS Task Force 

 

 

 

Cas Boddam-Whetham. MCSP RCT 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 
21 Nags Head Lane, Avening, Glos GL8 8NZ 

Tel: 01453 834 834   

Also at 
Five Valleys Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic 

Brunel Mall, London Road, Stroud GL5 2BP    01453 755 948 
 

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists  
in Private Practice 

Registered with the Health Profession Council  
and all major medical insurance companies 
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Wrappings—a Christmas Parable 
 

 

W e spent a lot of money on young Jamie’s Christmas toy. 
After all, he was our grandson and we loved to bring him joy. 

We wrapped it up so brightly and placed it by the tree, 
Then watched the little fellow as he pounced on it with glee. 
 

He loved the shiny paper and he tied the string in knots, 
But with some help from Gandma Jamie opened up the box. 
He lifted out the costly toy and put it to one side, 
Then peered into the empty box and quickly climbed inside. 
 

He wrapped himself in paper, with ribbon for a scarf, 
The box became a boat, a car—he made us grown-ups laugh. 
‘I’m in a space=ship Granddad—and teddy’s coming too’. 
So much for costly presents for a boy who’s only two! 
 

Even so, we had to smile as we watched young Jamie play. 
That cardboard box and wrappings kept him happy all the day. 
‘amusing little tale’ you think, but perhaps you fail to see 
What Jamie’s little antics can say to you and me. 
 

There’s so much joy at Christmas, so much that’s good and right - 
(the family, the presents, the food, the tree, the lights)’ 
But all these things are wrappings, like the paper and the string 
That little Jamie found more fun than the gift that lay within. 
 

We need to look beyond them to the gift that God has given 
His only Son who came to earth that we might go to heaven. 
The baby in a manger who grew to be a man, 
And sacrificed his perfect life to pay the price of sin. 
 

May we not be like children who throw the gift away 
And get absorbed with wrappings that only last a day. 
Let us accept with humble hearts the gift that God has given; 
Then shall we know real Christmas joy - the peace of sin forgiven. 
 
Source unknown 
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Smile Please! It’s Christmas!  

I n the nineteen fifties, which are now being taught as 
history, I grew up in a seaside resort, Westgate on Sea. My 

twin brother and I were altar boys at the local parish church, 
St Saviour’s. We were not especially pious but I can tell you 
that in the winter in the fifties in English sea-side resorts 
there was not a lot going on.  

The head server was the local newsagent whose name was 
Mr Tumber. We would carry the candles and Mr Tumber the 
cross. Mr Tumber was a true Cockney who had no teeth or 
“teef” and at the service of Nine Lessons and Carols, he read 
the “forf” lesson from the book of the prophet “Moicah”. For 
my brother Robert and I this was a high-point. We loved to 
hear Mr Tumber read anything. He would say instead of “My 
sins are intolerable” – remember this was all Book of 
Common Prayer in those days -–he would say in a hoarse 
whisper “Oooh! My sins they are horrible”. He would really 
mean it – we boys imagined he had done something 
unspeakably awful.  

Anyway, Mr Tumber read “Moicah” – the prophet’s foretelling 
of the birth of Christ. The lesson begins “And thou Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, which art little to be among the thousands of 
Judah, out of thee shall one come forth that is to be ruler in 
Israel.” Well, if you are a cockney grandfather with no teeth, 
this is quite a challenge. As he said “Bethlehem Ephrathah” 
we two, who were holding the acolytes’ candles beside the 
Bible were sprayed. It was very difficult not to dissolve in 
helpless mirth.  

One year, the vicar, having noticed us trying to keep straight 
faces the year before, decided that Old Tumber must read a 
different lesson otherwise his altar boys would not be able to 
contain themselves. He asked him to read the story of the 
Annunciation. Mr Tumber inevitably came up trumps. “And 
the Angel Gabriel”, he said in stentorian tones, “the angel 
Gabriel appeared and said ‘Hell, Mary!’…” Well we managed to 
keep ourselves together until we were outside the church, 
but we fell into paroxysms of laughter in the churchyard. Talk 
about “tidings of joy”. We couldn’t stop laughing for days. Mr 
Tumber went back to reading Moicah the next year.  



         

      23   

And that really is what Christmas is all about for me. First, 
from that famous prophecy, we learn that the smallest tribe 
has its moment of glory – the smallest race, the smallest 
tribe, the smallest person who does not think much of 
themselves is vitally important to a God who bothers about 
the smallest things. The tiny child, the poorest family, the 
person born in the humblest of circumstances, this person is 
a King or Queen in the eyes of God. It is those who are 
considered the least of the children of God who are really 
the most important.  

But secondly, and even more importantly, Christmas should 
be a time for gales of uncontrollable laughter and joy. And 
that is because it tells me of unconditional love. I love tiny 
children – I am the proudest of grandfathers - and I love 
such children with an unconditional love. They do not have 
to do anything for me to love them. If they are my infant 
son or daughter, I love them – no questions asked. That is 
the way it is. But it is that kind of love, says God to me at 
Christmas, it is that kind of love, that I love you with. Yes, 
you.  

Can you quite believe it? Me? God? But the child in the 
manger, the child the prophet Micah tells us about, proves it.  

And if that doesn’t make you able to laugh your socks off 
with gales of laughter, then you haven’t heard the message 
properly.  

Have a rollickingly happy Christmas filled with laughter.  

Nicholas Bury - Dean of Gloucester  

Reproduced from the Gloucester Cathedral Newsletter 
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Avening School 

  
  A ‘timely’ history lesson 

 

D uring November, a special time of Remembrance, Avening 
Primary School pupils received some timely history lessons.  

The children from the Hawks class (years 3 and 4) learnt about 
different aspects of life during the Second World War from the 
home front to the far flung shores of Japanese-occupied 
Singapore.   
 
As part of the topic, the children were paid a visit from a member of 
The History People, a ‘Mr Arthur Sampson’ who visited the school 
in his role as an ‘Air Raid Protection Warden’.  ‘Mr Sampson’ really 
brought the war to life with lots of re-enactments of air-raid 
practices, details of hardship and the class was even given a 
wartime PT lesson. 
 
To add to the fun and experience, class 
teacher Mrs Helen Grayston dressed 
up as a teacher might during WW2 and 
classroom assistant Mrs Shân Amos 
came dressed as a landgirl.   

 
The pupils themselves all dressed as 
evacuees and really got into the spirit 
of things.  Mrs Grayston said: “I am 
delighted with how well the children 
rose to the occasion.  All came dressed 
as evacuees and this experience has 
inspired them all”. 

Mrs Amos & Mrs Grayston  - 
a Landgirl & Teacher in WW2 
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Sleepy Heads raise money for Children in Need 
 

And back in the 21st Century the children again ‘got into the spirit’ – 
this time of the fundraising kind.  For Children in Need this year, and 
on one of our coldest days for a while, the pupils and staff all dressed 
in pyjamas and dressing gowns.   Teddy bears or other bedtime 
cuddly toys were compulsory accessories, even for the teachers who 
were seen outside in the playground clutching them! 
 
By inviting the children to pay for the privilege of coming to school in 
nightwear, the School raised around £170 for this record-breaking 
national fund-raising phenomenon. 
Now … time to get ready for the Christmas Show … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 

 from all at Avening Primary School  

Ready for Bed! 
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Avening Parish Council 

New Planning Applications - November  

07/02113/CLEUD 

CT8668 

Picketts Piece Quarry, Avening GL8 8LS – 
Certificate of lawful existing use or 
development under s191 of the Town & 
Country Planning Act 1990 for the use of site 
for storage of working materials and 
equipment. Refill of disused quarry with 
waste rubble and soil. Parking vehicles 
including motor caravan. Members had no 
objections. 

07/02607/FUL 

CT2457/Z 

Minchinhampton Golf Club – erection of 
extension to driving range to provide a 
teaching room for individual instruction.  
Members had no objections. 

07/01327/FUL 

CT7867/B 

APP/
F1610/
A/07/2057
007/WF 

Leonards Brook Cottage, 1 Old Hill, 
Avening – alterations and extensions to 
south elevation 

Appeal Notices 

Autumn Village Clean Up 
The Autumn Village Clean Up took place on 
Saturday 3rd November. The council wishes to 
thank all those volunteers who came along to help 
out.  
Next year the council plan to increase the event to 
three times a year – March, May/June and 
November. 
Dates will be published nearer the time. 

Hedge Laying at the Playing Fields 
The first hedge laying session is underway. If you would like to join the 
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hedge laying group for this year please contact the Clerk or Cllr Tony 
Slater. 
 
Village Agents 
The Village Agent for Avening is Carolynn Dent. She can be reached 
on 07810 630156. Her job is to provide older people in 
Gloucestershire’s rural communities with easier access to services 
and information. If you are, or know of someone who may need help 
for example claiming benefits, with a care issue or a safety issue 
(and much more besides) please call her. 
 
Message from PC 24 Reuben Wyatt 
Many people now own a Satellite navigation system (Tom Tom or 
similar). 
When a Tom Tom is purchased and operated for the first time, the 
new owner is asked to input his/her name and address. These 
details are then stored in the system as home location. 
The advantage of this is, wherever the operator is located he/she 
only needs to select “Home” and the unit will then give them 
guidance to their home address. 
If a vehicle is stolen, complete with a satellite navigation system, the 
thief only needs to select home and will then be guided to the 
owner’s home. 
The consequence of this could be that the thief may then have 
access to an empty house and other property. 
Don't give the thief a head start; it is suggested that if you own one 
of these systems you consider programming it with a nearby street 
or even the address of your local Police Station rather than your full 
address. 
 

The Parish Council would like to wish you  
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

The Next Meeting of Avening Parish Council will be held on 
Thursday, 13th December 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Deborah Cook, Parish Clerk, 28 Partridge Way, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire GL7 1BQ Tel: 01285 656139 

Email: parishclerk@avening-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:parishclerk@avening-pc.gov.uk
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Debonhair 
A Natural Approach to Beauty 
 

Hair & Beauty Clinic 
 

3 Cossack Square, Nailsworth 
Stroud GL6 0DB 

 

Tel: 01453 835916 

 

HANDYMAN & MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance 

Painting & decorating 

Flat pack installation 

Gutters cleared 

Fences repaired 

Smoke alarms, shelves 

Curtain poles installed 

Gardening & vegetables 

Knife sharpening 

OAK LEAF SERVICES 
 

KEVIN LEA 
 

01453 762735 

077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net 

www.oakleafservices.c

 

STEVE BURFORD 
Carpentry  Services 

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE YOUR HOME 

DECKING, TREE HOUSES, 
PERGOLAS,FENCING, PURPOSE MADE 

GATES 

FOR A FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE 
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Horsfall House Home Care Service 
 

Our Home Care service is designed to care for you 
in your own home and enable you to continue living 
at home for as long as possible.  The service 
provides trained carers who can help with a wide 
range of activities including: 
 

Household Tasks  
Personal Care 
Sitting Service 

Meals on Wheels 
 

For details of charges and any further information please 
contact:  Mrs Diane Moreton, Homecare Manager 

on 01453 886381 at Horsfall House 

 

Horsfall House Day Centre 
 

The Day Centre at Horsfall House is open Monday to 
Saturday and offers a warm friendly atmosphere in which 
to socialise.   

We offer a range of interesting activities you can join in, 
which include gentle exercise; entertainers; craft sessions; 
painting classes; quizzes; games etc and various outings, 
or just come and chat.  We provide transport within a 6-
kilometre radius; refreshments throughout the day and a 
home cooked meal, all of which are included in the daily 
cost.  We offer the additional services of chiropody, 
hairdressing and bathing  

 

For further details telephone  
Cathy Jobling, Day Centre Manager 
On 01453 731227 at Horsfall House 

 
Registered Charity No. 1083810 
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AVENING & CHERINGTON CRICKET CLUB 
  
  

Christmas Prize Bingo 
  

 

Avening Social Club 
Friday 7th December - 8pm 

  
Everyone Welcome 

The Villager Magazine 
 

As in previous years, there will be no edition of the magazine in 
January. The February edition will be available in the last week 
of January, when subscriptions for 2008 will be due. The price 
of the magazine will remain at 50p or £5 for the year. 

It is only possible to maintain the price at this level because of 
the loyalty of our advertisers and we are grateful to them for 
their continuing support. 

I would like to thank all the people who have helped in the 
production, distribution and delivery of the magazine 
throughout the year and for the contributions of stories and 
photographs. Please keep them coming! 

Kathleen Lindesay- Editor 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://school.discovery.com/clipart/images/xmas-tree4c.gif&imgrefurl=http://school.discovery.com/clipart/clip/xmas-tree4c.html&h=555&w=297&sz=27&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=hJICFJKIt6SiqM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dc
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://school.discovery.com/clipart/images/xmas-tree4c.gif&imgrefurl=http://school.discovery.com/clipart/clip/xmas-tree4c.html&h=555&w=297&sz=27&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=hJICFJKIt6SiqM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dc
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An Exhibition of 

WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS & POTTERY 

By JOHN BAILEY 

at WINSLEY COTTAGE, OAKRIDGE LYNCH 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 1st to Sunday 9th December 

11 am—5 pm 
 

FREE ENTRY 

Donations in aid of cancer research 

 

For details please phone 01285 760659 

John Bailey, a former Avening resident, 
now living at Oakridge Lynch, invites 
Avening residents to an exhibition of his 
paintings and pottery.  Since the death of 
his wife a few years ago, John has 
donated over £4000 to Cancer Research 
from the sale of his work.   
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Avening Playgroup 

T his month the children have been enjoying learning about 
the celebrations for Halloween.  The children made pumpkin 

masks and had a Halloween party where they danced to the 
Timewarp!  They made some beautiful splash painting bonfire 
night pictures and some paper curling rockets on bonfire night. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 

November 16th the children (and staff!) 
jointed in with Avening School and wore pyjamas and brought a 
teddy to playgroup to raise money for Children in Need – much 
fun was had by all! 
 

The children have been delighted with the new farm set, work 
bench and playpeople hat we have been able to purchase 
following recent fundraising events.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped with these. 
 

At the time of writing this we are busy preparing for our 
biggest annual fundraiser – the famous Avening Playgroup 
Bazaar.  The bazaar will be held in the village hall on Saturday 
1st December from 2pm to 4pm and Santa has promised to 
come so it is not to be missed! 
 

 

We really enjoyed taking part in 
Diwali, the Festival of Lights.  The 
children danced with sticks and 
scarves to Indian music, created 
some beautiful rangoli chalk 
pictures and made some Indian 
sweets. 
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PROBLEMS WITH YOUR COMPUTER? 
Perhaps we can help you? 

 

 BOOKMARK COMPUTERS (of Stroud) Ltd  
   can offer advice on: 
 

Buying New Computers   
Software & Hardware Repairs 
Tuition    Upgrades 

   

  NO  FIX - NO FEE 
 

 Contact us on: 01453 886131 
Email: mark@bcos.biz 

 

Registered at Companies House.  Company number 4180684 

If you have a child who becomes three before the end of 
August and would like them to come to Avening Playgroup you 
are welcome to come and look around any week day morning or 
phone Debbie on 01453 832695. 
 

All the staff and children wish you all a very merry Christmas. 
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Country Quality Meat 
HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS 

 

10 Old Market,  Nailsworth, Glos GL6 0DU  
. 

Tel: 01453 835058 

FOOT PROBLEMS? 
QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 

CAROL LEGG MCFHP MAFHP 

Tel: 01453 834100     Mobile: 07791 840406 
 

 For all your chiropody requirements 

 Nursing & Residential Homes welcome 

 Medical pedicures 

 Home visiting service 
 

Registered member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals 

badminton [wines] 
Hand-picked Wines for the Individual  

 

Phone or e-mail Mike to receive his latest list 
of over 100 wines from around the world. 

 

If you like what you see, 
 book a personal tasting at your home.  

 

(Evening/weekend slots available) 

 

T: 01454 219091 
E: sales@badmintonwines.co.uk 
W: www.badmintonwines.co.uk 



         

      35   

 

O.L.Cottle 
Family Business 

 

Hand Carved Memorials   :  Cremation Plaques 
Additional Inscriptions  :  Renovations and Cleaning 

All Types of Stonework 
 

Tel: 01453 762877 
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eye examina- tions at home – 
for the housebound 

Specialised service – free (NHS) for those over 60 
Including Glaucoma screening and full sight test 

Telephone 01453 833272 or 07967 743676 (mobile) 
Graham O’Regan BSc FSMC FCOptom 
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FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED 

FIREWOOD – LOGS & KINDLING 
JCB EXCAVATIONS – DRIVES, FOOTINGS, ETC. 

SOIL, GRAVEL & HARDCORE SUPPLIED 
 

Tel: 01453 833239 

 

ter PETER SAVAGE 

THE GEORGE VETERINARY GROUP 
www.georgevetgroup.co.uk 

 

TETBURY 23 Church Street. 

01666 503531 
 

MALMESBURY High Street 
Surgery 01666 823165 
Equine 01666 826456 
Farm 01666 823035 
 

Full 24 hour hospital centre for pets. 

Equine clinic with in patient examination and exercise facilities 
Please telephone – all enquiries personally answered 
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Cherington Parish Council 

Christmas & New Year Waste & Recycling Collections 

There will be no garden waste collections from Monday 24th 
December to Friday 4th January 2008 inclusive. 

Thursday Collections 

Your weekly black bin bags and fortnightly recycling collections 
will continue as usual during the Christmas fortnight. 
 
Sports Session Coaching for Youngsters will take place at 

Tetbury Leisure Centre on 27th December. 

To book and for details of other venues phone 01285 623447. 
 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The next meeting of Cherington Parish Council will be on:  

Monday 21st January 2008 at 6.30 pm  

at The Old Rectory, Cherington. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend.  

 

Sue Russell 
Clerk to Cherington Parish Council 
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FIVE VALLEYS MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile Library operates in this area on alternate 

Fridays. The dates in December are: 
Friday 14th & 28th 

The Green, Cherington   11.55 – 12.15 
 

 

THE MOBILE POLICE STATION 
will visit Avening on 
December 5th & 17th 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

DATE EVENT PLACE TIME 

December 1st Playgroup Christmas 
Bazaar 

Village Hall 2-4 pm 

December 7th Cricket Club 
Prize Bingo 

Social Club 8 pm 

December 16th Carol Service Avening Church 6.00 pm 

December 19th Over 65s Tea Party Avening Park  

December 23rd Carol Service Cherington Church 5.00 pm 

December 24th  Crib Service  Avening Church 4.00 pm 

January  
4th & 5th 

Women of Bethlehem Avening Church 7.30 pm 
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Avening Parish Council Clerk Deborah Cook 01285 656139 

Cherington Parish Council Sue Russell 01666 503370 

Cotswold District Councillor Jim Parsons 01453 836596 

Avening Sunday School Debbie Brown 01453 835983  

Avening Tower Captain Andrew Lelliott 01453 835783 

Avening Primary School Diana Boulton 01453 833191 

Avening Playgroup Debbie Brown 01453 832695  
Home 835983 

Avening Village Agent Carolynn Dent 0781 0630156 

Avening Players Julie Sharpe 01453 835565 

A & C Cricket Club Derrick Ind 01453 835752 

Avening Silver Band Jim Hill 01453 834438 

Friends of Avening School   

Cherington Reading Room G Davies 01285 841318 

Memorial Hall Anthea Beszant 
anthea@avening.eclipse.co.uk 
Gill Parsons 

01453 835287 
 
01453 832247 

Tennis @ Avening Park Roger Lindley 01453 835115 

Avening Group Oil  
Coordinator 

Frances Lindley 01453 835115 

Tetbury Hospital  01666 502336 

Stroud Hospital  01453 562200 

Avening Post Office  01453 832008 

Women’s Institute Pat Taylor 
Jo Harwood 

01453 833408 
01453 8337-5 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
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DUCHY HOME FARM 

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire 

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 

Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk 

 

TELEPHONE & BROADBAND PROBLEMS? 
 

Fed up of call centres? 
Telephone Brian Cooke, your local telephone engineer 

No call-out charge within 15 miles of Stroud. 
Save money on expensive telephone calls fro Telephone line 

supplers & maintenance companies, BT and others. 
Call me first to diagnose you telephone line &  
wiring problems in your home, noisy line, etc.. 

Telephone extension sockets provided and repaired. 
External extension bell supplied & fitted. 

19 years experience. BT trained. 
Broadband faults undertaken.  

  Not VAT registered 
Stroud  01453 758990   Mobile: 07792 203886 
Website: www.phones-r-me.co.uk 
Find me also in Yellow Pages, page 1631 

Printed by STROUDPRINT 6 London Road, Stroud GL5 2AA 
Tel: 01453 764251   email: info@stroudprint.co.uk  


