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The Parish Letter

It is often said that religion and politics should never mix
and it is easy enough to see why.

However ....... good politics and religion share the
same principle which is....... concern for the people.

The Christian Faith is a oO6comn
Christbdés teaching that everyon
equal opportunities and access to care, education and
employment. At the core of the faith is the belief in justice, freedom

and peace.
Much of what our Country is............... and why it is still the envy of
many in the world...... iIs because it has been built on these

principles. The right to vote was fought over many generations
with people even being arrested and imprisoned for their principles.
It is only since 1928 that we have had universal franchise, and as a
result we are privileged to live in a true democracy.

The sad thing is, that now, many feel disenchanted by the thought

of voting..... believing it will make little difference. We are
disillusioned with our politicians and the way in which Parliament is
run. However we may feel ....... it is our duty as citizens in this

Country to vote as we feel to be right. We CAN make a difference
and it is vital that, at the end of the day, the government we install
is truly representative of the people, and one in whom we have
confidence to improve, not only the financial situation of the
Country, but also the care of our children, the sick and the elderly.

Our right to vote has been won for us by people of vision and
courage. We owe it to them to go to the polls to vote on election
day.

Rev Celia



Sunday Services in Avening & Cherin

Day / Date Time Church Event

Sunday 2" May 08.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCP

09.30 | Cherington | Holy Communion BCW

11.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School
Sunday 9" May 08.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCP

09.30 | Cherington | Holy Communion BCP

11.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School
Sunday 16™ May | 08.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCP

09.30 | Cherington | Matins BCP

11.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School
Sunday 23" May NO 8.00am Service

09.30 | Cherington | Holy Communion BCP

11.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School
Sunday 30™ May | 08.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCP

09.30 | Cherington | Holy Communion BCW

11.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School

(coffee after service)

Sunday 2"? June [ 08.00 | Avening Holy Communion BCP

09.30 | Cherington | Holy Communion BCW

11.00 | Avening NO Service due to Church Fete

Forthcoming Baptisms

Amelie Mai Townsend

Isabel Mai Herbert

Forthcoming Wedding in Avening
Saturday 8" May at 4pm Kate Newton and James Elwell
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Church Duties in Avening @

Date Sidespersons Chalice Sacristan
Assistants

2nd May George/Diane Paul Elizabeth
9th May Stephanie/Piers Hamish Ann
16th May Margaret/Jeanie Derrick Marion
23rd May Frances/Cas Stephen Ann
30th May Stephanie/Diane Paul Elizabeth
6th June (Church fete) - -

£

Dondot forget tea and cof ‘“,ee af

service every 1st Sunday of the month in

Avening and on 2nd Sunday of every month

after 9.30am service at St. Nicholas Church,

Cherington. We would love to welcome

y Ou. | f you didnoét n t he
come along afterwards!

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING

If you would like to have the church floodlit in memory of a loved one,
or to celebrate a special event, please contact:
Paul Brown 01453 835 983
The cost is £5 for 2 hours
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g TEDDY BEAR@ PICNIC.
» SATURDAY 315T July 12.3071 .
4.30pm 8 _
' Hft Old Quarries Avening. \"
A family day out, bring a picnic and
join in the fun.
50p admission or free admission if
you bring your teddy!
(mums and dads too!)

Cream teas for sale.
Beautiful gardens for picnics.

Adopt a teddy stall, craft stall, local
honey stall, tombola, children®
drawing competition, childrené story
a
)| comner, Wii gaming, skittles,. Guess
| the name of the teddy. stamp
coIIectlon dlsplay and competltlon
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Where can | get a copy of the
Villager Magazine?
The following places sell the Villager:

. Holy Cross Church, Avening
. The Cross Inn

. The Bell Inn

. Avening Social Club

. Avening Primary School

But why not get your own copy delivered to your door each

month at a discount?
Contact Cas Boddam-Whetham on 01453 834 834
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Avening Memorial Hall Update

You may have noticed that the Hall has had its ageing windows replaced.
These are identical copies of the old windows, but with modern triple glazing
and security locks. The Managing Committee hopes that you will not see
anything different, but appreciate that these new windows represent another
significant improvement to the Hall: warmer in the winter, cooler in the
summer, significantly reduced heating bills (the single biggest annual outlay
for the Hall each year). The works have also included the installation of new
gates to the side entrance. We hope you will agree that the Hall is now in
great shape.

Since we last reported on the Hall's progress we have reached final
agreement with the Gloucester County Council on the long terms leasing of
the Hall to the School under fair and equitable terms. Whilst the legal
documentation is yet to be signed, the major commercial arrangements are
now settled.

The arrangement should secure the financial future of the Hall and ensure the
Hall is maintained to a good standard well into the future. It also then allows
the committee to focus on fund-raising and explaining the benefits of the Hall
to Parishioners. We have now three regular evening users and the weekend
and party bookings are significantly higher in 2010 than in 2009. The Hall is a
fantastic village resource and is there for you.

| would also like to thank Gill Parsons and Jo Skillen who have recently
resigned from the committee. Without
their support, expertise and hard work
we would not have made so much
progress. Also Sharn Lyte who, whilst
remaining on the Committee, has
stepped down as our treasurer. Without =
Sharn the Hall would have fallen into

darkness on several occasions. 3

The Committee is always seeking new
people to join. Our AGM is in June/July
and will be well advertised in advance.

Simon Wheatley, Chairman

Avening Memorial Hall bookings

Please note there is now a new telephone number for
bookings / enquiries for the Memorial Hall. Just call or text.

07583 073 604
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A Little More Avening History

Francis de Paravicini

Vicar of Holy Cross Church, Avening (1856 to 1894)

Writing in the Parish Magazine "Home Works", published on the 1st
February 1889, Francis takes up the subject of attendance at Avening
Village School.

He talks about the benefits of education to all children and of the
interest shown by parents to the children at home. He writes:

"....and home education , in your example and training, is as necessary
to the formation of your children's minds and characters as is the
teaching of the school to their acquisition of knowledge. Indeed, on your
example and home influence may depend the success and failure of
your children in the school and in their later life. When parents are,
unhappily, indifferent to the training and education of their children, we
too often see those children grow up in ignorance and disobedience,
which too frequently ends in vice and misery"

No changes there then!

He goes on: "To those of you who have exercised this necessary home
influence, through your example and training, it will be a satisfaction to
read the following record of your children's exemplary attendance
during the past three months at school. During those three months the
school has been open 99 times. The following list gives the names of
children who were most regular in attendance:-

William May, Frederick and Annie Barnes, Matthew Nunam attended 99
times

George May and Minnie Luker attended 98 times

Annie Hill and Constance Ludlow attended 86 times

James Fletcher and Juli a I nd attend

He lists others of a high attendance and says how satisfactory these
numbers are. However, he continues:

“In contrast to these cases of exemplary attendances | regret to have
to put before you twelve other children, whose negligent and irregular
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attendances mark sufficient bad examples to be censured. They are
the following twelve children, viz:-

He goes on to "name names" and there the page runs out.

Among them, though, is one Beatrice Luker, sister of Minnie Luker
mentioned above. At the time, both girls lived with their parents at the
top of the High Street, Minnie aged 8 and Beatrice being two years
older and they had three younger siblings. Mother Gemma Luker was,
in the 1891 census, listed as a tailoress so perhaps Minnie was kept at
home to support her mother.

| wonder if Francis took all this into account before writing his piece?
Do | hear the Reverend Celia sharpening her pencil?!!

To be continued with tales of decep

Fred Vening
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g Almost Angels... g

dd Aveningds new village choir, adg al
Jd the Carol Service, singing carols around the JJ

g village and in the church at Easter. g

Jd Available for any celebration & parties, fetes, JJ

g weddings, baptisms, anniversaries & whatever you are g

celebrating!

9 4

JJ New members always welcome (especially men!) No auditions, 9

g just turn up to a rehearsal and joinin & most Sundays in the g

hurch at 12.15.

7 ¢ 73

J 1tos all very entertaining (fo u
glaugh, under the baton of Omaefg§tr
3 occasionally hit the right notes! &3

g For more details, phone Derrick on 01453 835090 or email g

J4J srwalkley@btopenworld.com, 9J
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